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CHAP. xx?x: 

MISS Pladlow had the misfbrturie 
to lofe a very.afniable mother, at 
the age of ten months, and when, for her 
fake, thedoftor, whofe chirafter was more 
relpeftabie than his finances, accepted a 
(ituation in the Duke of Angrave's family, 
he committed his precious darling, only 
VOL. III. B then 
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then fix years old, to the care of Mrs. Par- 
kington, contenting hinifelf with fuch oc- 
cafional vifitations, as did not encroach on 
the mdulgence of his noble patron, or in- 
terfere with the official duties of his office. 

His honeft heart repofed in the fecurity 
that his daughter was placed, where (he 
would be well taken care of, much better 
he thought, than he could have done for 
her in his own houfe, having always fet his 
face againft fecond marriages, having no 
female relation to whofe charge he could 
intruft her, and not being in circumftances 
to give her /the advantages of a genteel 
education, by procuring the attendance of 
mailers, at the n[ioderate rate of half a 
guinea a leffon, a tax as permanently fet- 
tled by all forts of venders of polite ac- 
complilhments, as our malt, cyder, or even 
land-tax is fixed by parliament itfclf. 

.Mrs» 
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DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 3 

Mrs. Parkington really merited the good 
opinion Dodtor Pladlow had entertained 
of her, fhc was in every relpeft a truly de- 
ferving woman j (he had been many years 
cftablifhed in his neighbourhood; her fehool 
was flourilhing, and her attention to her 
pupils unremitting, and if it had not been 
quite fo much divided, the fituation of the 
poorlitde motherlefs Annwoujd h^ye been 
fully as eligible, as if (he had been brought 
up under the immediate eye of her furvit- 
ing parent. Mrs. Parkington loved and 
cherilhed her with ttue maternal foridnefs, 
and gave to the forming and improve- 
ment of her mind, as great a proportion of 
her time, as (he could have givfen to any 
Individual fcholar, had that individual been 
a daughter of hef own, but the volatile dif- 
pofition of her pretty charge, required 
conftant attendance and conftant culture^ 
which was no more m her power to beftow, 
than for a gardener to ftand over one par- 
B 2 ticular 
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tia>lar Bower, aiid ncgleft ail the reft of 
his parterre. 

Mife Pladlow had ento*^ her teens in 
all the imjefiy of beauty, when a vacancy 
happened in the fchaoi, by the marriage of 
a fober diicreet woman, whofe depiitment 
it was to inftrudt the young ladies -in the 
French language, and on this occafion-MrSr 
Parkington applied to Do&or Pladlow, 
who was then in the Duke of Angrave's 
femily, for his afliftance in recommending 
a perfon to fupply the l6fs of her late affjft- 
ant. 

Now the Doftor, tho«gh the beft man 
in the world, was certainly the worft that 
could have been employed on fo delicate a 
commiffion; but willing to execute it to 
the bcfl: of his abilities, he referred the re- 
queft to the perfon who fupcrintended the 
ed«cari«oa of his paft-on's daughters, and flie 
promifed to look out for a country woman 

of 
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of her own (being a Parifian) who was 
properly qualified for the office (he was 
wanted to fill > accordingly the next week, 
a Mademoifelle was difpatched down to the 
fchool in a ftage coach, with more recom- 
mendations from ladies of the very firft 
felhioni than nrioney, ribbon, blond lace, 
or rouge. 

As we have already brou^t forward 
this important charafter, being the very 
lanie Madentoifelk who attended Mi6 
Pladlow in her excttrfion to the wood, 
where they were met by Lord Greendale, 
it may not be altogether unneceffary.to fay 
a few more words on the fubjeft of her 
merits, and how fhe came by them. Seve- 
ral ladies of quality, oJd and young, mar- 
ried and fir>gle, the forming of whofc 
minds and naorals had been her peculiar 
tafk, in the thirty years fhe had taken up 
her abode *ki the metropolis, were ail of 
them ready, on account of palVd fervices, 
B 3 not 
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not only to declare, but to fign fuch decla- 
rations, with their own honorable, and right 
honorable names, thatMademoifelle Scude- 
rie was mighty well qualified for a gover- 
nefs 5 that ftie Ipoke the language of her 
own country with purity; knew fome- 
thing of Italian, and had behaved with 
much difcretion whilft in their fervice; 
twenty of thofc written teftimonials fhe 
carried' with her to Mrs. Parkington, and 
being an adept in the fcience of hypocrify, 
after atrial of fix years, Mrs. Parkington 
was as niuch the dupe of her arts^ as on 
her firfl: coming down to take pofleffion 
ofherpoft. 

The good fchool-miftrefs had often 
thanked Dodor Pladiow for his recom- 
mendation, who in truth knew nothing 
more of the perfon fo much approved, ex- 
cept what he had been told by the gover- 
nefs, who lived with Lady Margaret and 
Lady Selina Dangle j he thought her bet- 
ter 
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ter intitled to his neighbours acknowledg- 
ments than himfelfi of courfe conveyed 
them to the right owner, who always re- 
ceived them very gracioufly, not fo much 
for their own, as for the Do6tor*s fake, 
who (he regarded as a comely widower, 
might make a handfomc hufband, arid not 
having heard that his late wife had pro- 
vided him with an heirefs, to enjoy the 
riches he was in a fair way to accumulate, 
Ihe would have read her recantation of 
Popifh errors, to have prefented him a 
lawful heir to his rifing fortune; rfiefi? 
pleafing hopes were all her own, the' Doc- 
tor had no part in them, fuch an idea hacj 
never entered into his head, of fuch a wifh 
into his heart; of which truth, after twelve 
•months of indefatigable labour to attain 
her purpofe, Madame Villeroy was fo 
well convinced, that inftead of purfoing 
him any longer with tokens of prefer- 
ence, fhe attempted to annoy him with 
airs of cold civility, almoft bordering on 
B 4 contempt. 
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contempt, to which he really was, or prc-^ 
tiended to be, as blind as to the ioft^r blan-* 
diibn^nts .of Mve and tcnderneis, which 
made her fb compleatly bis enemy, that 
fhe. fwore never to mif§ an occafioa 
through her whpk l^fei to do him a dif- 
Ibrvice, whenever it ihovldi hs^ppea to bt^ 
iix her power. 

MademoifeUe Scud^ric found the con- 
finement of a fchool did not quite agree 
with the very liberal notioni^ of freedom, 
ibe had imbibed, by hei? long refidence ini 
the land of liberty^ particularly after hav- 
ing paffed fo much of her tinr^e in the 
houfes of the great, where liberty might 
be faid to reigji unfettered, thoiitgh in leis. 
exalted fituation,:liberty is obliged to fubmit 
%a the reftraints of a few^ odd old falhioned 
iaws, the obfervante of which, to thofc 
who can look forward to no better prof- 
pe6t than an approving confcience and 
eternal rewards, is qonfidered a^ a matter 

of 
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of more con&qucnce thai* the gchcraiitjr 
of great pcopk believe them to be ; bia: 
what could poor MademoifcUie do to ri^ 
hcrfclf, her place was a hicrative one, and 
places of profit flie knew, by late~e?5>eii- 
ence^ was more eafily loftthaa ^ined. 
Notwithftanding fhe had been govcrnefs 
and chief confidant to twenty ladies of high 
rank^ having no further occafion for her 
fervicesj being arrived at that happy age, 
when they could manage their own little 
affairs, the only thing they could be pre- 
vailed upon* to give her, and what of all 
others Ihe lead deferved, was- a g(^d cha- 
rafter, fo that when fhe got into her pre- 
fent eftablifhment, fhe was literally in » 
ftate of ftarvation, and to which fhe was^ 
very loth to return ;J great as. her. ol^ec-^ 
tions were to the fort of life, her ^ need- 
fities had compelled her to accept. 

c The extreme -beauty of Mi& Pladlow^ 

affocded/a diftant profpeft *o£ better dayst 

> B 5 t© 
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to Mademoifcllc -, (he knew the power fuck 
a blaze of charms muft have on the hearts 
of all mankind^ the naoment they fliould 
jbe e^bited to the world, and by making 
an intcreft m her affedion, fhe hoped to 
jbe a Iharer in any good fortune that might 
hereafter attend her j with this advantage 
in view, all her hours of Icifure were dedi- 
cated to filling the poor child's head with 
folly, and her heart with vanity,, by which 
deftrudive arts, fhe had gained fiich an af- 
cendency over her, that fhe would have 
given up the whole world, rather than be 
fcparated from her dear Mademoifcllc J fhe 
had nearly died of grief when her father 
fetched her from fchool, and returned to it 
with as large a proportion of joy, when 
Lord Greendale was. expeded at Red- 
berry^ 

In novels and romances, fhe was per- 
haps as well read as any other young lady, 
^whofc education Mademoifcllc had been 

concerned^ 
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concerned ; (he was herfelf a great lover 
of fuch light fummer reading, and had a 
pretty large coUeftion, which Ihe called 
her own, but which, in faft, had been hired 
for the ufe of her former pupils, and after- 
Wards forgot to be returned, as the names 
of different circidating libraries on the 
bindings clearly announced ; the box that 
contained thofe prohibited treafures, and 
forbidden pleafures, was conveyed to the 
fchool'houfe, under the denomination of 
wearing apparel, and made her p-ublic en- 
try more refpeftable than it would other- 
wife have been;, for to Jpcak truth, all her 
wasdrobe, except the cloaths on her back, 
might have been packed up in a comb- 
cafe. . ' 

She not only indulged her beautiful 
pupil with reading all forts of novels, good, 
bad and indifferent, but would alfo recount 
to her die hiftories of all die families Ihe 
had lived with ; would tell her how it was 
B 6 the 
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the faihion for mothers to keep daughtcis^ 
ia their nurferies^ 'tiU they might them- 
ftlves be mothers, and how cleverly thole 
ycry daiighters had at laft out-witted thek 
mothers ; how maoy young ladies that fhc 
had brought up^ had got married and di- 
vorced in lels than two years, and how 
many more of her acquaintance, who had 
not a fix -pence to crofs thcmfelves with, 
had got rich hufbands, merely by their 
beauty, and then Ihe never failed to draw 
an inference ia favour of her lovely friend, 
fo very palatable and cordial, as by fre-. 
quent repetition to perfcftly intoxicate her 
fenfes. . . 

Nature had made her amiable ; her im-. 
derftanding was not at lead below medio- 
crity, and her heart had maiiy good quali* 
ties ; but Mademoifelle was never zn ad- 
mirer of the works of nature, except to 
deflroy them, fo that Mifs Pladlow^s 
mind was as much out of repair, at the age 

of 
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of eighte€ja> by the eoquettery and afec-* 
tatioo thrown iato it by means of Made-^ 
nioifeUe Scudeiie, as k could pofiihly have 
bc€n> bad fhe piflDbd three wmtcrs ki town, 
in the boTom of &Qmfi^ and the Ipkndid 
cUetes of hi^ life. ; 

On the day marked out for tkc mifery 
©f Lord Greendalc, aaid the conq^i^li of 
Mifs Phdlow, the two female friendsi went'' 
to the wood^ in confiw^uence of an aj^omt-^ 
ipent made by MadfembifeMe, to be met 
there by an .old vsraman who lived in the 
neighbourhood, and paflcd for a fortune- 
teller; what happened on this occafion lias 
been fpoken of in its proper place^ we have 
only therdSoire to add, that after the Mar- 
qui^ad taken leave, Madrmoifclk„inhe# 
officious eagernefs to conguatulate Ann oij 
the conqufift fhs had made, fiall of won^ 
der who the ftrangpr could be,^nd of ad- 
Q^tiion at the handfomene& of his peribn^ 
gnd chr gracefbln£& d* his manners^ tunabied 

over 
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over a ftone that lay in her way, and In 
the fall hurt her ancle fo much, that Mifs 
Pladlqw could not lift her from the ground, 
but was forced to run to the houfc for af- 
fiflance j Ihe was carried honie in a chair, 
and put to bed, to which flie was confined 
feveral days, for though no bone was bro- 
ken, or diflocated, the ftrain was a very 
bad one, and what made it a grievous ac- 
cident to Ann, was the difappointment of 
her hopes to meet the agreeable ftranger 
the next day, as Ihe had moft indifcreetly 
promifed him flie would do^ 

Fair and gehde readers, you who are yet 
unhackneyed in the ways of the world, ftop 
at this part, and contemplate the very na- 
tural pidure of real life we hold uj5 for 
your infpeftion: look at Mifs Pladlpw 
in the back ground, that is to fay, in the 
firft ftage of her infancy, you will there fee 
her innocent, ardefs, modeft, and timid, 
the moft interfiling light in which youF 
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fex can ever appear. See the deftroytr of 
thofe femmine graces, the Sjrren, whofe 
fong is death, approach her in die difguifc 
of fiiendlhip ; flic holds the cup of flattery 
to her lips, infiifed with deadly poifon, and 
that Syren is Mademoifelle Scuderie j for 
having liflened to her voice, and been di- 
refted by her counfel, Mifs Pladlow, though 
ftill innocent and modeft, is no longer art- 
lefs or timid. In her attachment to the infidi- 
ous French woman, flie may be reckoned 
unfortunate, but when flie permitted a man, 
with whofe name flie was even unacquaint- 
ed, to talk to her of love, to prefs her 
hands, and carry them to his lips, flie for- 
feited her pretenfions to difcretion, and by 
condefcending tO' grant his requcft of a 
fecond meeting, we tremble to pronounce, 
that flie bid adieu to the only guards of her 
fex> prudence and delicacy ^ the firfl: ipeci- 
men we haye of her art, was turned againft: 
herfclf, and had X^rd Greendale kept his 
appointment, and bad his principals beea 

Ids 
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Ids &n£k\f hooDurdblc than in reality they 
were, it wotiM have fai&lUbly eflrcded her 
deflnnuaioii. To meet hhn imattehdcd by 
a ^malc onnpaimon, flie fek repugnant^ 
flic even feared, and very juftly too, that 
fiidh a ftep mi^t be the means of lower- 
ing her ia his eftimation* 

The hurt' Mademoiselle had received th© 
preceding day, prevented' h^ from going 
isat, and to trtift any o^her perfon with the 
fccrct, was impoffible, (he therefore deter- 
mined not to give him the meeting fhe had 
promifed, at the fame time cheated her own 
Fefolves, by purfubg her walk through the 
very path which he muft take, and at the 
repy hour in which fhe expeded him ; 
iortxmt was on this occaficn more favour- 
^le to her than Ihe dieferved, it faved her 
from an interview, with the Marquis, and- 
prefenced to her his ktter only, with the 
ec«^tents, of which fhe was more tranlported' 
ij^^fi it was poffible Ihe could have bfeen by 

'--1 the 
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the prefcnce of the writer, having dtfmiif- 
fed Jenkings wkh exaftly the v^bal mef- 
fage to his Lord> which was warmly foli- 
Gited by his ix)rdftiip, and to which wcards 
he told her he Ihould annex volumes of 
k)ve*s own eloquence, fhe ran back to 
the apartment of Madcmoifellc Scudcrie^ 
and having firft carefully fattened the door> 
forgetting all the charges her lover had 
^ven her to cherilh his fecret, fhe repofed 
it in the bofom of her cpnfidanti whofe agi- 
lauaa waai ye:ryjittk inferior to her own. 
They continued reading the myfterious 
letter over aod over fo ©ften^ till every 
word k eoijt^ncd was imjpreflcd on Aeir 
®enic«-ies fQ tf^mhlyx th^t nothing could 
blot it &aoni-.«hQ«K», jwd the rccourfe 
they Had ti>i|,^aiiy> aknf^ hourly,, noade 
(uclfi an omiillon as fi^rge^kefe^ a decided 
impoflibility. 

Already Mifs Pkdlowpoffefiedby anticipa-. 
tion the r^nJk,oCaDuchef&,aodMadcmQifi2He 

did 



d by Google 



l8 DELBOROUGH FAMILY.' 

did not fail to enumerate any advantage that 
muft of courfe fall to her fhare in this 
^lendid alliance; truth forces us to own, 
that if Ann's heart was at all touched by 
any other paflion than ambition, the hurt 
was fo flight, that flie even did not feel it 
herfelf. 

Lord Gfreendale was the firft man who 
had fpoke to her with particular tender* 
nefs ', Ihe thought it delightful, and with- 
out defiring to know more of the Ipeaker, 
Ihe wifhed to hear him talk to her again 
in the fanfie language ; this was really the 
ftate of her heart before (he received the 
Marquis's letter, from which time fhc 
made herfeif believe, that fhe was as much 
in love with him as any heroine in ro- 
mance could be with her hero ; or even as 
the young ladies, of whom Mademoifelle 
had frequently told her, who thought' no 
difficulty too great for them to encounter, 
which oppofe4 their paffage to the pre- 

fence 




d by Google 



&ELBOROUGM FAMILY. t^ 

fence of a lover, or that too many du- 
ties could be facrificed to make him happy, 
and themfelves miferable. 

The only matter that could now dif- 
trefs the mind of Mifs Pladlow, was the 
myftery of her lover's fituation ; and what 
could it be, was a queftion fo often afked ' 
of herfelf and Mademoifelle, that like a 
feverilh idea, waking or fleeping, it never 
forfook her, notwidiftanding her intriguing 
confidant always affured her, that as foon 
as the Marquis was gone upon his travels, 
Ihe would fet about finding it out, and had 
already invented the means, which fhc 
faid muft be fucccfsfiil for finding out the 
truth of the matter ; but as to the nature of 
the plan fhc had' conftru6ted, that was a 
fecret (he chofe to hold in her own keep- 
ing, nor could all Mifs Pladlow's impor- 
ninities draw it from her. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXL 



LADY Selina IHngJe liad g^ven fo juft 
an account of her brother's ftraiigc 
conduft, after his return to town from 
.Redberry> to her friend ILady Etorothy 
Petting, who had again fo faithfully re- 
lated it to Colonel Fairfax, that they have 
left nothing for us to fay on that fubjeft„ 
except to explain the Marquis's reafona 
for chufing to appear what he was not, to 
his own family and to the woa*ld -, a floven^ 
a fot, a voluptuary, and a gambler, rather 
than what he was, elegantly exaft, tempe- 
' : ' ratej, 
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rate, inodcrate in his purfuit of ple^jfure^ 
and a flxidt difbiplinarian in the fchool of 
honour. 

Before he hadfecn Mils Piadlow- he had 
contrived, by his own diligence, in avoiding 
temptation, to keep his heart difchgji^d, 
knowing his father had taken care to en-* 
gage his perlon, and was refolved to fiiifil 
|iis part of the conttacS:, or rather fepiily 
compad, at fbme futbrc period, that is to 
fey^ when he could find no poffibte n^ans 
to p-dtnuSt it; but if he was inclined to 
put off the dreaded evdit t^ a limited 
diftance, and only repined that it wa6 not 
in hispofiwerto make it imlimieed, prior 
to riiis ^ddentol t=en€Ount€r wi A the all* 
conquering Anfi, to whom the had fub- 
mitted with the impctuofity of a firft im** 
preflion j being under tl\e influence of fo 
head-ftrong a pafRoft ; what became of his 
dutiful refoives, to mafoe gt^ody at on^ 
Gmc or other, the family tngdgement^ 

every 
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every idea of the fort was difcarded, never 
to be refumed ; and how to get it effec- 
tually diffolved now occupied every 
thought, that he could draw off from the 
contemplation of his abfcnt divinity. 

, Lord Greendale too well knew the Duke 
of Angrave's infatiate avarice, to build the 
leaft hope of his relinquilhing the prolpeft 
of poflefling Mifs Palmerfton's fortune, 
which would have been equally pleafing 
to his Grace had the Lady herfelf been 
quite out of the queftion: Befides the 
heavy forfeiture he muft be fubjedt to if 
his fon married any other woman, was 
fuch 4 bar to the gratificatiom of the 
Marquises wiflies, as he few but one way 
to furmount, .which was to impofe him- 
felf on her guardians for a diffolute, 
abandoned profligate^ who was tQtally un- 
worthy of an alliance with their ward, and 
to tire out the patience of his afiianced 
wife by his unremitting coWnfei^ and de^ 
5 cided 
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cided negleft, till "the whole party fliould 
be agreed to , loofen the gaHing chains by 
which his freedom was fattened down, and 
in cbnfiderarion of Mifs Palmerfton's fu- 
ture happinefs, he even expefted ihe and 
her guardians would be the firft parties 
to propofe an amicable doffolurion of the 
hated contrad:, if he could but be happy 
enough to make himfelfan objeftofdif- 
guft to the one, ^d ' of contempt to the 
other. The plan was laid before he quit- 
ted Redberfy, 4nd before he had written 
to Mifs Pladlow the letter, which has 
already appeared ; but though it was car- 
ried into execution with fpirit, and fol- 
lowed up with intrepidity, though it was a 
ftratagern fo wonderfully well concerted 
between him and his faithful Jenkings, 
who he had prefTed into the fervice, yet the 
fuccels of it did not anfwer his purpofe. 
The falfe accounts of his condu6t ingerri- 
oufly contrived to circulate from every 
quarter of the . town, drew on him the 

difap- 
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tiifkpprobadon of his family, the condem* 
nation of iimny, and the ccnfure of all, 
except only the guardians of Mifs Palmtr- 
fton, who filently palfed over in the 
Marqifls of Greendale, heir apparent to 
his Grace the Duke of Angrave, fuch 
imputed addons of folly and e^travaganCCi 
as, had they feUcn on any odier charaiSberr 
thofe grave and wife gentlemen would 
undoubtedly have been the very firft id 
arraign and reprobate ; but contrarywiie> 
ttey wcic hot only themfelves indtilgent to 
his JUordftiip's imaginaiy improprieties^ 
they alfo diipofcd their manageable ward 
to difbeiieve them ifitircly, nay even to 
difcredit the evidence of her own lehfes> 
which had told her a thoufand times Ihe 
was an object of difguft to her intended 
hufband, and their language might have 
been underftoiod, but for the crafty and 
flattering infinuations of thofe very gentle- 
men who might have been the friends of 

6 her 
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her fortune, but were moft cfcrt^inly die 
enemies to her peaces 

Difappointed, yet not in dei^air, at the 
vaft fums of reputation he had fquandered 
in the purfuit of freedom, without having 
made die fmalleft progrefe towards its at- 
tainment, he departed from England, 
firmly fixed to proceed in his plans of 
deception, not only whilft he continued 
abroad, but to the end of his life, if he 
fhould not in lefs time have the ^ood foi'- 
tune to make himfelf hated by Mifs Pal-, 
merfton, and her incorrigible guardians^ 
He had no pity to bellow on diofe who. 
had plyng^d him into mifcry, if they 
Ihould fuffer by the only means he could 
ulc to extricate himfelf from it 5 but when 
he thought of the grief his mafqued con-* 
duft would occafion Dr. Pladlow> he felt 
i^ as an aggravation of his own diftrefles, 
it was neceflary he Ihould be deceived 
with all the reft of the worjd; but the 
VOL, in. ' C wounds 
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^^ounds he knew it would give his tran- 
quillity was a dagger in his own foul. 

When> at tlie urgent fblicitations; of the 
Duke of Angravcj Dr. Pladlow confentcd 
to travel with his beloved pUpil, he found 
no difficulty in perfuading Ann of the ne^ 
ceflity there was that they Ihould again be- 
Separated. She was returned to her father, 
ahd preCded as nuftrefs of his houfe, at' 
the time a letter from' his Grace arrived at* 
Redberry, conveying the moft brilliant' 
propofals, which might hive had no weight* 
with die Doftor, whofe Wealth was already 
ihore than ec^lial to his moderate wifhes ; 
biitwhat he would have refufed to fdfifli^ 
confiderations, he granted to gratitude, and* 
the vi^arin intreaties of his benefa6lor. • 

Mifs Pladlow could with difEculty con- ' 
cfeal the joy her father's determination 
had given her, becaufe fhe looked upon 
the requtft, though nrade by the Didce, 

t6 
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to ofigihlte in the Marqiiis, as was rcially^ 
the cafe, and regarded it as a tacit proof 
of the fteadinels of his Lordfliip's attach- 
ment to herfelf. Her lips, iridced, ex- 
prefled forrO\*', but her heart rev^^Iled in- 
all the delights of expeftcd gtarificationi. 
She ihtreated heir father's^ jiermifliori trt* 
rerh^ri at his houfe during' the time he^ 
i;iraS' abfent, as^ aiftei- hkying fivfed feveral^ 
months at home with hirh, ffi^'ffibuld feel' 
vQy '^eat rdudikHce' to ict fSttikit rfeflH 
cteSS^' 5 foir though Mrsi ParKn^ 
CM* of the btft^ wWriiitf in tfife' WdiM,^ dite ■ 
fehdol, Ihe rifilift cbhfe*, had'^ffe ichaitrtl^ 
for htf^ having stttiuiffed^'frorti hfer dfcat^ 
Mi€r fucri atafte f6f the' enfchanti^gluxe^^ 
T^s xrf" ^uidt r^reiiidrit, ai ffie coWd^ iii^ 
hm hdpe flie liioaid nearer !^ bbli^d to^ 
i«finijuri(h as iong'as fhe fived ' ^ ' 

"'^CKartnM ^th the ratiohal Cdti&tieilts 6^ 

his daiiiiigidii^tef, the ttiti^dktA; khsf 

Wif afeforry to fay, deceived parent, tenderly 

C 2 embraced 
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embraced her. His eyes gliftened with 
tears of fatisfadion, and he aflured her he 
fliould readily grant her requeft, and fettle 
on her a handfome cftablifhment, if they 
could think of any good kind of matronly 
woman who would accept the office of 
htf companion j for lie did not hold it 
proper that fo young a woman Ihould be 
left inrircly to her own management^ and 
he would make it worth the while of any 
fuch perfon to live intirely with her at. 
Rcdberry during his abfence. He flopped 
here, and being arrived at the very point 
tp which flic had wiflied to conduft him, 
with glowipg i^h^ekf and Iparkljng eye^, 
(he ventured to, afk him what he fho\JW^ 
thxnk^ of Mademoifellc Scudcrie, to whofi&t 
care of|ier flje; was already fo mucl\ in-. 
dcbted> fuppofing they could prevail on^ 
her to refide at Redberry, and Mrs. Par- 
Vuigton,,flie dare fay, would confent to 
^ivehcr up for fo friendly a purpofe. 
:-r. ■;.. ' '' ^ -^ .. ,, ^ ^^ , Say,. 



^ 
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Say, child, replied the Doftor, quite as 
much delighted as Ann appeared to be, 
though, perhaps, not lb much as flie really 
was, I fay^ that I like yoi^ propofition fb 
well, that I wiH immediately wait on both 
the JLadies, and it fliall not be my faultif 
1 do not bring you back MademoilcUc Scu- 
derie for your companion. It is impoflible 
that I Ihould not approve the original of 
thofe good qualities, which I every day fee 
fo brightly refiedled in my own dear Ann. 

Mifs Pladlow threw her arms round the 
neck of this tender approving parent, arid 
hid her face on his bofpm ; it was an in- 
voluntarily adion to conceal the guilty 
blufh with whkrh it was overfpread, and 
not what he believed it to be, the artleft 
emotion of filial fondnefs. 

There could be no fear ofarefiifal on the part 

of Maviemdifelle, and tho'Mrs. Parkington> 

whofe eyes had never been opened' to her 

Tcal charader, was forry, and found it in- 

C-3 con- 
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convenient to part with fo principal an 
afljftant, yet did flie refign to her goo4 
iriend. Dr. Piadlow, the precious hypocrite^ 
,who carried her away with him, very much 
advanced in, his eftimation, by the number 
of te^rs that followed the adieus fl>e rer- 
ceived-from the miftrefs herfelf, and all her 
feholars> on quitting their focie7. 

We defire our readers will not look on 
the little fketch of incidents, that we have 
introduced, as a regular hiftory of Lord 
Greendale ; it is only meaait to convey an 
explanation of the cven^ that had appear- 
ed myfterious in his life before the com- 
nieacement of our n>epioirs, and neceflaxy 
to their furtl^er continuation, as well^as tp 
fti&^ the caufts from whence jhey ha4 
ariten, which being our only view, Vfc avoi^ 
entering into the minutiae of circumftances, 
and confine ourfelves to luch only as are 
abfblutely acceflary to their information, 
and our own defi^ ^ 

Fro« 
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From the time Dr. Pladlow left Engr- 
land with his pupil, Ann's littk heart beat 
higher and higher with the pulfe of impa- 
tience to come at the grand fecret, and 
Mademoifelle, who had prpmiftd fo large- 
ly, was every day importuned to fet abouf 
making -the difcovery of what it cpuld be;, 
but having neftled herfelf into a very com- 
fortable fituation, having a carriage at her 
command (for the Dodor had fent downi 
a fecond-hand charriot for the ufe of his 
daughter)^ and, being Lady Paramount of 
the manfion, (he was in po haiS^ to quit 
all tjiejfe good things, eyer>^r a few ?j^ecks^, 
to go in^queft of advei;itjufes : Howeyer,. 
from tirpe tp tin[ic jflje pi?pmi/ed and rcr 
prqmifed,. broke, .^ndxcr broke her^.-virprd,, 
till the fw^Cjtnffs of Mifs,P%|l^)v^ t^^i. 
I)er bega^i to.turnackl, apd^i^^-^efld^ayprs 
to pjkafe, CjO^, .and entertain her qongjpa^ 
nion, werefo vi^bly abatpd,inx:pn^juieace 
of Mademoifcaie's ;Cyeriafling.,excu{es, t;I^|t^ 
fearing (he Ihould lofe her whole intejefl^ 
C 4 where* 
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where it was fo materially for her advan- 
tage to prefer ve it, flie, at the end of ten 
months, iat out for London, leaving her 
beautiful charge,, as had been agreed be- 
tween them, making a vifit, felf- invited, 
to Mrs. Parkington, to whom Ihe had 
fignified a reqtieft that flic might be per- 
mitted to remain with her till Mademoi- 
feUe's return', who pretended to have had 
a legacy from fome friend in France, which 
was to be fettled in London, and made her 
abfence &om Redberry indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary, though flie hoped to accommodate 
her bufinefs in a fortnight at fertheflr. 
Mrs. Parkington was happy to receive fo 
diftinguifhed a proof of Mifs Pladlow's 
kindnefs. She gave her the moft affec- 
tionate welcome, and warmly congratulated 
"Mademoilelk on her unexpefted good for- 
tune, obferving that flie had never heard 
her mention any friend to whom flic looked 
forward in the way of benefit from furvivor- 
fliip. 

The 
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The confufion which his Grace of An- 
grave, and the younger branches of his 
fkmily, had been thrown into on account of 
the wonderful alteration in the appearance,, 
mannerand condu6l,of Lord Grecndale^afrer 
his return to town from Redberry, had not 
yet fubfided, nor had the tongue of flander 
wearied itfelf in propagating the fuppofi^ 
tious enormities, of which report had ac* 
cufed *him, and for this fimplereafonythat, 
fey his Lordftrip's fpirited contrivances, he 
found fuel as- well abroad as at home, to 
feed the fires of his own kindling, fo that 
fcarce a letter from any perlbn of confe- 
quence was written from Italy to England,, 
but it came freighted with fomc report ot 
other, not at all to the advantage of hiis 
charafter, though very much to the for-, 
warding his own deep-laid plans of opera* 
tion. The carefol Duke could find no 
* coiifolation but in reflecting that, amongft 
aU his fon^s extravagance, he had never 
been fo mad as to even hint that he would 
C 5 renouncca* 
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r^OQ^nQc his pret^nfions toNtifs^Palmer- 
ifton,, wd in the poffeflioA of her fpmine 
he diicover^ the very eli?iir of iife^ and.a 
Jiealiog balfam fe«- ril bis other gri^vwces/ 
Indeed, to have icen his prudent -Grjace 
in cojrtverfation with the heirefs, or her 
guardians, the keeneft penetration cojold 
-not have ;6)und. out that he wa$ M ^any 
•maiinerjaggrievediw on the jcoi^mry, if 
,we ;tnight .orfedit Iw jo,wn : looks, ^rjd;i Ms 
<)^p WjwJ$,iPni:hQfe-f^p^f^^)Si?,.^ ^ 
^^Qft ha|>py of f^ers, ^d^Jiis-dear^Qfefflir 
:^l;ec^e pnoft ei^i^ln^ .gf Ci)ns. > , . /. 

After all the pa^ns .taken hj, the Marques 

.to d[labJiiiJi^ v^ diffcrQi^t/ani^y^a^d jQ,t;hie 

attainment jof which ^e ;had. faGrificqd thje 

fbadow of rpai^y noble qja^Utie;3,,prefcrYipg, 

^only their fubft^noe,. assthe cpnopanions pf 

his bpfom,. could ^1)^9 in her moit 

^•whicnfical tnn^o^ar,. ^ J;iaye ^ J^^yqd ohjtpi ^a. 

moFc malicioii&.trick.^tjWtHv^hat^^c^rywg 

a good report into a^^fapiilymhpre an evil 

:^ue would have done^fo; much better. His. 

J Grace^ 
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Grace, on this fubjeft,^^ in 4^ .ippietjr, 
.vi[^ rather more tljan, i^ni^ated. ,He ^a{?^ 
very often quife trapfpor tod, particularly 
after the receipt^ ff( ^ a^ yfjxatiojusjeqtcr .^om 
JQr. P1^41pw,.or jlprne, Cftqli/hr ^ad, ^^r 
.,\5icic^s.a6l;^n.that h^ lj^enjp^9rn\algait^ 
to the world .thrppgh, the icbannel^ 
pc^-t J thfin it >yas tl^t hisjij^^^n^d da^jgJi- 
ter, Sir^^rtlxyr W^i|:e> .a^^iM^* A^Vthoifjjr 
Pearce, was fure to receive the honour of 
a vifit from his Grace ; and then it was. 
that his Grace would moft exert himfelfj^ 
and with almoft fupernatural eloquence^ 
elaborately defcribe his fon as pofleffing 
thofe very perfedlions, which the hour 
before he had bewailed the lofs of in his 
private cabinet, with curfes and impreca- 
tions : Thus were both Duke and Mar- 
quis involved in fcenes of deception ; the 
former with much more fuccefs than the 
latter, as was explained in the fmiles of 
Mifs Palmcrfton, as well as in the low 
bows of Sir Arthur WIiite> and liis col- 
C 6 league. 
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league, Mr. Anthony Pearce, whobodi as 
fervcndy wifhed* to be deceived, as the 
Duke wHhed^ to deceive them. Ah ! 
poor Marquis, rather than be the fubjeft 
of praife to thoft gentlemenyit would have 
been far more grateful to thy modeft prc- 
tenfionsi had they chofe to have debated 
amongft themfelves which of the two was 
blaekeft, your Lordfliip or Lucifer, 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

MADAME Villcroy was retained m 
the Duke of Angrave*s family, 
after the marriage of Lady Margaret Dc- 
vero, to finilh the education of Lady Selina, 
or rather, as her domcftic companion, 
which was not a very troublefome em- 
ployment, as, after flic had turned die 
comer of fixteen, flie (pent lels time in 
her father's houfe than at any other houfe 
within the large circle of her vifitation. 

Lady Sefina coming home very late, or 
more properly fpeaking very early from a 

baU,, 
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ball, parting at her own door from Lady- 
Margaret, who had that night been her 
chaperon, fhe was furprifed to find Madame 
Villeroy waiting in her apartment. Hea-^ 
vens ! cried fhe, running up to the glafs, 
in which fhe flirvcyed herfejf with more 
pleafure than, perhaps, fhe had infpired in 
any other bofom in the whole courfe of 
her diflipated hours. What is it I fee ? Is 
it pofTible it can be you, Madame Villeroy ? 
,1 5thj9;gght ^jc)p ,i^ad )b^en in- b^ y^l^ife tm 
^^ours.i J3ut p^y order me- foaie wine ^and 
-V?f ^r>if ?^ :ff ^V^ J jjafte^.fpr ^I -have .hctn 
^<^qu}g witjhj^qur of ^he fweeteftj partpcf s, 
^a0dii(1^4l^ie JWh-thifft if I have;,not ggt 
4tf:thisi«i[ftl0fiilt.:i . . . , 

. .' . * ■ i . - \ .■ . , \ 

JM^^Iaflie Vijlesoy repif oyed her Lady.- 
ihip, wh ajfiTjilftforfWlMit fte \y^ pjeafcd 
to ?all Jiprtap^leiiRp^iofity, af)dha\^iijig 
humed away the attendant, who waited in 
^t^e,)ppxt^09m:>fpjgel;,<;b^ wm^^r^ Water 

Ladyfhip, 
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^a4yihip, JiaY^g 4o xpfny fiRe^par^ers, 
^J^ad bjs^ (Vfry A/?eU jefltertainp^ i^t^thp 
ball. . . ^ 

, Oh;! vd^li^iAillyj ^yffiJ /C^epot fhink 

j jy>>v.J[ jh^ve l?e^ ,adrT)ii^. : I :daflpe^ tw^o 

dances with the Prince of Wales, and aft§r 

that with the Lord knows who ! Well, to 

Jf^rGmi^W^ %?W;.Wr:^q}^ handfonie I 

looked before I went out, and I Ihall nf^ 

believe ybu when ever you tell me fa 

iagairfi-; R^ Vil^tfe^s^feii^n ^}|ig;atvhame ? 

^$6tfe^^e ftftyi(}it#r$/x^r:n3t«l&gf>^^f0r me:? 

-hi my: ^tber;:fpg^j b^k frpoi 3k; Aitb^is,. 

^eiifdots ti^^iRi*y.;thejre, jfe jfl^p yf'&h.iM^s 

I P^etftjm; i^ , iCf 11; mCall . ^.feout it, (qti I 

: ^m byriiing, with jnnijatie^e. r Lord ! do 

..you. know tbtf I^rcaliy.bQUcye that brother 

of mine will get himfelf hung at laft ^ they^ 

% he is in more fcrapes than ever. 

'• : -S^ a'.. „•'.) J. Gxid 
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God forbid ! I hope your Ladyfhip his 
been mifinformed : I fhould be very forry 
to believe every thing I hear. 

And yet what every body fays muft be 
true i in fhort, there is nothing elfe talked 
of. 

- But what do they fay he has done now, 
my Lady ? 

As to that I cannot poffibly teil i for juft 
as Lady Augufta Drawl and Lady Charlotte 
Ogle had been explaining the whole mat- 
ter to me as faft they could utterj fo many 
fine men came about me, that I forgot 
every thing they had been faying, except 
that George was very near bemg killed m 
adueL 

O, mon Dieu ! O mon Dicu I And did 
his Lordfhip fight i 

Why^ 
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Why, no ; I think they faid he did not 
fight, but that he had intended it, which 
is, in fa6t, exaftly the fame thing : But 
what have you heard ? for it is now your 
turntofpeak: I have told you all my 
news. 

And I have news for your Ladyfhip ; 
but firft drink your wine and water; then 
turning to her Ladylhip's woman, fhe bid 
lier go to bed, for that fhe meant to ftay, 
and undrefs Lady Selina, who was then 
fitting at her toilet, and had opened het 
eyes half an inch wider, and fixed them on 
Madame Villeroy's fece, that fhe might not 
lofe a word of her intelligence ; and as 
fbon as they were alone fhe begged to 
know what it was, declaring fhe hated ta 
be kept in fufpence, and was lure it was 
good news, or fhe would not look fo jdea- 
fant, or have fat up fo late to telj it her. 

Your 
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Your Ladyfliip is in tl^e right, replied 
Jvl^d^me Villeroy, for it is always good to 
difcoyer the contrivances of cunning peo- 
ple, who make miichief in great families, 
.and turn fh^m upfide dQ^yn.. For my part 
I never liked that fanftified old hypocrite. 
Dr. Pladlow, in all my life. I thought 
>vh^t all Jiis boafted honour and fionefty 
would come to. 

Hei:e the violence of her difpleaiurc 
againft the doftor was, by tjie recolledtbn 
of former pains taken in v^n, railed to fo 
great a magnitude, that fixe was aftually 
forced. to paufe, inerely from want of 
brqath tpjproceed, whilft Xady Selijcia ex- 
claimed. Lord ! is it only about that oW 
figgge - you mean to tell me ? Why, the 
^^aftthujgthat I expedted to hav^ heard was, 
that tljc charruiug Duke of ^: — had [been 
to demand me of my father ; but you are 
for ever raifing one's expe6tations,and for 
,Cyci>difappointing them, and then, very 

pecvifhly 
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peevifhly added, Pray, Madame Villeroy, 
let the frightful Doftor's odious name be 
henceforth banifticd from our toilet con- 
'Verfations. 

But fupppfe, niy Ladf, he fhould be a^ 
the bottpm pf all my Lord Marquis's ior 
trigues ? 

Ah ! dear, good Villeroy, if you have 
any ftories of that fort they muft be en- 
tertaining, and, with zH my heart, I give 
you leave to tell them. ,How can he inr 
trigue for my brother? Np, no, it muft 
be for himfelf, and the very idea is fo 
ridiculous, that it will JkiU me with laugh- 
jog, fo ipake ha;fte, and tell me how it 
.was,.and all about it. 

If your Ladyfhip wiU but have patiencq, 
and not interrypjt me, I Ih^ll tell you fucji 
^& tjle as.y^u haye ; n^qt .hcafid |heic fey^p 
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years ; but you muft be quite filent, or I 
fhall forget half of it* 



Mum, cried the little lively Lady, laying 
her fingers on her lips, and humou roufly 
Tefting her two elbows on the table, Well, 
will you begin now ? faid (he ; * I am quite 
ready for his intriguing reverence. 

I wifli it was nothing worle> my Lady ; 
gallantry and intriguing, as the world goe^, 
is fo fafhionabte an ofFencJe, that it would 
not have been worth my while to have 
meddled with it j but when a man is taken 
intb fuch a family as my Lord Duke's, and 
is appointed governor to hiseldeft Ion, the 
immediate heir of his Grace*s magnificent 
boufe 5 and when fuch a man has a young, 
flirt of a daughter, who he has never men- 
tioned in the family that fupport him, not 
even to the governefs of his Lord's fifters^, 
whofe confeqtience is at lead equal to his 
own^;. but fmugglcs his fine Madam, and 

brings. 
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brings her up in a baiici-box till he finds 
an opportunity to let her lofe upon his 
pupil, in hopes to make her a Duchels. 

It is not m nature to be filent any longer, 
cried Lady Sejina, interrupting her, what, 
in the name of a gobfe, are you talking 
about ? 

Mon Dieu ! will nothing make your 
Lady/hip ferious ? 

Yes, replied ftie, yawning; yourftory 
of Dukes, Marquifes, Governors, Gover- 
neffes, and Duchcffes, liave made me fo 
ftupid, that I muft go to bed and fleep it 
ofF. Lord ! if it is not half after feven. 
Dear Madame Villercy take off my things 
as faft as you can,, and we will talk about 
it as early as you pTeafc to-morrow 
morning, fo I defire you will awake me 
at four o'clock, dead or alive ; faying 
which Ihf began tearing the ornaments 

out 
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oiit of Her hair with her adcuftoihcd velo- 
citj^, and Madame perceiving her eyes were 
gone a day's march into her head> faw it 
was in vain to contend the point, did as 
fhe was bid, a thing not limrfual to tJiis 
coitimodious gendewomaA, and retired to 
licr own room, carrying in her dilappoiht- 
ed heart hatred, malice, and all fofts of 
uncharitablenefs, for Dr. Pladlow and his 
daughter Ann. 



CHAP. 

I ' .' ' ' I . .- ' ; . ' . , . , ' ' 
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CHAP, xxxni. 

MADAME Villeroy had that very 
evening received the hortor of a vilit 
from Mademdilell6 Soiderie, who when 
fhc told Mife Pladtow fhe ^buld find out 
what it could be^ or in other W6rds th6 
fecrets of Lord Greendale, had n6 odiefr 
engine in view by which it wis poffible to 
iit^ork out her ^rand defign, but Madame 
Villcroy, her country woman, with whom 
fhe had formerly been in the habits of inri- 
imcy,4ndto Whoferecorfifncndatjdihihcltodct 
ihdebted for har ftaticW with fJlri. Park- 
ifjgtouj of courfc for the ftill more eligible 

one 
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one of which that had been produftive i 
as foon therefore as Ihe arrived in town, 
and had taken a genteel lodging, fhe fent 
her footman, for Ihe was attended very 
lady-like by a male and female fcrvant, 
widi a card to her old friend, fignifying 
her intentions of waiting on Madame 
Villeroy that evenmg, if ihe happened to 
be difengaged. 

The poverty in which Madame recolle<5t- 
cd to have feen Mademoifelle fome years 
before, was fp ftrong at the moment fhe 
received the meffage, as to make her al- 
most forget the lady herfclfi but enquiring 
of the Porter who it was that had brought 
Ae card, and being told a footman in a 
very handfome livery^ who faid he belonged 
to Mademoifelle Scuderie, fhe returned 
another equally polite and fincere, expreff- 
ing her ha{>pinefs at being at home and 
alone, ai)d how very impatient fhe was 
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to fee her old friend, for whom flie had 
cheriflied the moft particular cfteem, and 
the confcquence of this interchange of 
ineffages was, that the two ladies met at 
nine o'clock, and fat difcourfing together 
till within half an hour of Lady Selina*! 
return from tie ball. 

It nniight have bcM a t:on^overtable 
argument to have held out for ages and 
generation^ which of thefe two french 
ladies was the compleateft miftrefs of 
arts, if the contrivances of this one even* 
ing had not clearly decided in favor of 
Madame, who dexteroufly lightened Ma- 
demoifclle of her iecret, without giving one 
'ofhcr own to ftrike the balance, by which 
means her volatile country woman was 
forced to kick the beam; though in juftice 
to her long eftabliftied fame, we are obliged 
to confefs this was the very firft conteft 
©f the kind in which ihe had been worfted^ 

vox« III. D Made* 
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Mademoifelle had no idea that any per- 
fon in the Duke's family, particularly 
Ma^me Villeroy, could be unacquainted 
wit(i the circumftance of Doftor Pladlow's 
havijfjg a daughter ; and when in the be- 
ginning of their converfation, flie cafually 
mentioned her comfortable fituation with 
that young Lady, and was prodigal in 
praife of her beauty, Madame Villeroy, 
though burfting with rage, fpleen and afto- 
nilhment, managed her words, her voice 
and her looks, with fo much addrefs, that 
it was impoffible Ann's confidant fhould 
find out her error, or difcover that Ihe 
had blundered moft egregioufly. When 
Mademoifelle fifli'd for the family fecret, 
the bait fhe ufed was very alKiring, being 
certain parts of her own depofit, and 
Madame Villeroy, who faw the hook nib- 
bled away, 'till fhe had fwallowed all the 
. good things about it, and then, not fatis- 
fied, by a dioufand careffcs, by profellions 
of friendlhip, by promifes of cverlafting 

fccrcfy. 



-^ 
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fecrefy, bound by the moft fokmn affe- 
verations, and calling on all the faints in 
the Romifli calender to witnefs^ that her 
lips fhould never open upon the fubjed ; 
in fhort, by one means and another, rub- 
ing with the grain and againft the grain, 
(he had got at the very marrow of the bu- 
finefs, and before they parted, Madame 
Villeroy had heard the Marquis of Green- 
dale's letter to Mifs PIadlow> word for 
word, repeated four times over by Made- 
moifelle Scuderie, who we muft here re- 
mark, preferred good old Maderia wine 
to any that her own country produced; 
and when they parted, after mutually be- 
llowing on each other a kifs on either 
cheek, fhe declared as plainly as fhe could 
fpeak, that Ihe only wifhcd to be a very 
great perfon, for the fake of having fuch 
wine always at her tabic. 

Though in her confcience Madame, 

Villeroy was convinced, by the Marquis'i 

D 2 letter. 
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letter, not only of the Doftor's innocence 
of his pupil's attachment to his daughter, 
but alfo that he was ignorant of their ever 
having feen or heard of each other, yet it 
was her pleafure to reprefent him as guilty 
of the whole affair, to Lady Selina, who 
having heard her to an end, as flie fat by 
her bed- fide, the next day was more eager 
to have an exaft defcription given her of 
Mifs Pladlow's perfon, the beauties of 
tvhich had been brought forward, as a 
proof of the Doctor's duplicity, than to 
cxprefs furprife or anger i and being gra- 
tified QU^that point, Ihe ftarted up in the 
bed, and catching hold of Madame Ville- 
toy's hand, you muft promife me, faid flie, 
two things, and I will give you five hund- 
red pounds on the day I am married, and 
I have no notion of leading apes in Hell 
ril aflure you. We allow the word her 
l^dylhip chofc to ufe on this occafion, 
does not come gracefully from the lips of 
a female, and is particularly difcordent, 

when 



d by Google 



DELBGROUCH FAMIEYr ^J 

when uttered by females of fafhion, but as 
we never fhew a fault that will admit of aa 
excufe,. without attempting to excufe it, 
we muft fay in defence of Lady Seliiia, 
that in the hurry and buftle of her educa- 
tion, fome trivial things were forgot, fa 
that her knowledge being entirely confined 
to this charming world, fhe really did not 
underftand there was more meaning in that 
particular word> than in anv other rnono- 
fylJable. 

Notwithflanding the feverity of our re- 
mark, Madame Villeroy faw nothing repre- 
henfible, either in the promife itfelf, or the 
obfervation that followed it ; on the con- 
trary, being charmed with the fout enjembley 
flie laughed very heartily at the bandinage, 
and aflured her Ladyfhip, with that fort of 
faith which felf-intereft has made fo ftrong 
and binding, that it will wear and tear with 
any modern faith whatever, that Ihe only 
waited to receive her Ladyftiip's com^ 
D 3 mands,, • 
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mands, and would moft pun<5hially obey 
them. 



You x:ertainly are the beft creature that 
ever was, faid Lady Selina, and you mult 
promife me not to Ipeak a word about 
George^ and this flirting Mifs, to any body 
living; you and I wiH keep the lecret 
fnug to ourfeives, for if my father fhould 
get hold of it, he will roar like a lion, and 
frighten every foul from the houfe ; be- 
fides, he would be fo difagreeably fulpicious> 
it is ten to one but he might want to keep 
me at home, to prevent further mifchief 
to his family, a fine bufinefs that would be j 
I don't know but it would provoke me to 
elope, and fly to Grema-Green, for the 
benefit of liberty and frefli air: then as to 
Lady Margaret, I would not have her 
know it for ten thoufand worlds, for fhe is 
fo Ipitifli, fo fpleenifli, and fo crofs, and 
fince her plebian marriage, thinks me fa 
much better oflf than herfclf, that fhe hates' 

mc 
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me worfe than any thing in nature, except 
her hufband, and knowing how much it 
would vex me, Ihe would never let the 
Duke alone, 'till fhe had brought him to 
curtail me of my innocent pleafures, which 
I am refolved never to part with, 'till I am 
as old as the Hills, and as ugly as a witclu 

Ah, my fweet child, replied Madame 
Villeroy, pity you fhould ever be the firft, 
but impoflible you can be the laft ; no, no, 
your Ladyfhip is more likely to refemblc 
my country woman, for whom the men 
were all mad, after Ihe was ninety years of 
age ; and I pray to all the faints you may 
live as long, and charm as long as fhc 
did. 

Be It fo, my dear obliging Madame 

Villeroy, but in the mean time, what Ihall 

we do with George's affair, his marriage 

with that trumpery girl muft be prcvent- 

D 4 ed 
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cd> but then I would have it done as quiedy 
as poflible* Suppofc we were to provide 
her with a hufband from the canaille ; no, 
that wont do, as the wretch we employ 
may betray us. I have read of one woman 
ftcaling away another, and hiding her in 
an old tatter'd down caftle; but thcn^ 
where is fuch a caftle to be found ; or lup^ 
pofe we write her a letter, and fign it her 
friend,^ Anonymous, jult to frighten her 
with riie Duke's refentment, and to inform 
her that George is already married 

Madame Villeroy declared ftie had no 
objedion whatever to anonymous' letters, 
on the contrary, they might be made very 
^ifeful on particular oecafions, and fhe had 
herfelf condefcended more than once, to 
the office of writing them. 

Have you indeed ! cry'd Lady Selina t 
my ftars ! what a charming creature j but 

my 
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tny dear Madame Villeroy, have you writ-^ 
ten any of them very lately ? 

Not iince your filler has been married,. 

Lord ! how agreeably you furprife me ! 
you can't think how you oblige me, and 
how much better I love you for telling mc 
every things fo you ufed to write anony- 
mous letters for Margaret ? 

I did nor fay fo^. my Lady. 

That's true, but y;ou faid enough to^ 
make me diftrafted; I fhall die if you do- 
not tell me what they were about, for I^ 
know it could be for nobody elfe ; ha ! 
Madame Villeroy, pray, pray think me 
worthy of your confidence? come, youi 
mult tell me, indeed,, indeed you mufl:. 

There is no refilling your amiable im- 

portunitiesi but Lady Margaret would: 

D 5 ruin. 
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ruin me, if fhe knew I had mentioned the 
little bagatelle to you* 

Hovf can fhe know it ? for I fwear to 
you I will never tell her, was it to men or 
women you wrote ? 

Sometimes one, fometimes the other, 
for I fee your Ladyfhip will let me keep 
nothing to myfelf i when any of her friends 
were going to be married, and fhe thought 
the hufband was either too good or too 
bad for her friend, fhe and I together, for 
the joke fake> would cook up a letter, to 
affure the lady, it was a match of conve-^ 
niency on the gentleman's part, and that 
the writer had himfelf heard Lord fuch a 
one, or Mr. fuch a one (according to the 
diftinftion of the perfon concerned), turn 
into ridicule the ceremony of marriage,, 
and not only that, but even her Ladyfhip, 
or Mifs fuch a one, to whom he had the 
t honor 
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honor of communicating this fiiendly in- 
telligence, had been ridiculed by the fame 
party on more occafions than one. 

Delightful! exclaimed her tranlported 
Ladyfhip, dear Madame Villeroy, you mufl: 
write fome of thofe inchanting letters for 
me, as well as for my fitter i and now I 
am quite fure fomething of this kind, 
though not exadly the fame words, will do 
to unfettle the Marquis. Oh ! I have got 
the charmingeft thought juft danced into 
this little noddle of mine ; however, I 
wont fay a word about it, 'till you have told 
me what other dear anonymous letters you 
have written to pleafe Margaret 

Your Ladyfhip gives to my motive a 
mighty judicial explanation, for I never 
encouraged her in this fort of amufement, 
except as a reward for her application to 
ftudy, and then I had pleafure in pleafing 
her. 

D 6 WelU 



d by Google 



€o DELBOROUGH FAMILY 

Well, diat is all very good, but will you 
let me expire with impatience for more of 
the letters. 

Why, let me fee, when Lord Benbridgc 
was talked of for Mifs Worthington, we 
had feme diverfion in letting the lover 
know, by the penny-poft, that his intend- 
ed wife might give hira her hand, but that 
her heart belonged to another ; it was all 
a matter of our own invention, merely to 
pafs a cheerful hour in laughing at the 
tiioughts of how his Lordfhip would re- 
ceive our intelligence, but we never found 
^at out, as the match broke off a few days 
after,^ but it h now rfme, faid this com- 
plaifant governefs, this rewarder of fhidy, 
for your Lady fhip to get up j in ten minutes 
the mantua-maker will be here with your 
cloaths for the birth-day, and if you are 
not ready to try them on, there is no hopes 
that fhc will waiu 

My 
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My ftars, cryM Lady Selina, fetting up 
in the bed, pray ring for my woman, I 
would not be difappointed of my bcautifiiL 
trimming for the univcrfc. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 



POOR Madcmoilelle Scudcrie re- 
turned to Redberry> after flaying in 
town twelve days> the vidinci of difap- 
pointnoient, and the prey of ennuL She ' 
had left her fecret behind her, and had 
brought back nothing in exchange, but 
liberal promifes of future communication^ 
if ever Madame Villeroy (hould find out 
any thing to the purpofe, and more aflu- 
ranees of fecrefy and fidelity than would 
have fervcd a villain at his firft introduc- 
tion to a focicty of confpirators. Made- 

moilelle 
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moifelle was neither flattered by, or fatis- 
fied with them, being too deeply verfed in 
the fort of art, by which Ihe had herfelf 
been deceived, to give them much credit : 
but the deed was done> therefore all that 
Ihe could do to help herfelf, was to keep 
her young charge in profound ignorance 
of the mifchief Ihe had made in her wrong 
headed journey to London, who forced to 
be content with her friends ill fuccefi, con- 
foled her difappointed expedbtions by the 
enjoyment of prefentpleafures, and dreams 
of future grandeur j the former was nearly 
confined to the paybg and receiving vifits 
in her little neighbourhood, whilft to the 
latter, her bufy imagination fat no bounds j 
Ihe had alfo fhewn herfelf twice at a race 
ball, during the firft eighteen months of 
Lord Greendale's tour to the continent, 
and had raifed no fmaJl flame in the hearts 
of almoft as many men as dared to exa- 
mine the beauties of a face, which could 
not be gazed at with impunity. Several 

had 
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liad applied for her favor> and for pcrmiC* 
lion to addrefe her father on the fubjed:, 
but all were rejedtcd ; nor did the lois of 
their adoration in the Icaft manner afFeffc 
her with any thing like regret, except on 
enc occafion. 

Annongft her other admirers, was the 
Honorable Mr. Alhford, the eldeft fon of 
Lord Danzey, wbofe perfon was remark- 
aWy handfome, his heart good, his man^ 
jQers pleafing, and he poffeffed a very con^ 
fiderable fortune, independent of his father ; 
his attachment to Ann, like that of Lord 
Greendale, had commenced at firft fight,, 
in the ardency ofhis paffion, and his ftea- 
dinefs to perfevere in the honorable grati- 
fication of it i he alfo very much refem-' 
bled the Marquis, fo that when fhe aflured 
him, there was no hope ofhis fucceeding, 
fhe faw him at her feet fo truly wretched, 
and fo intereftingly pathetic, that fhe join- 
ed her tears with his, and for a moment 
paufed between her promife to the Mar- 

quis^ 
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quis, and die more tender mclinations flic 
felt for his rival 5 an appearance fo much' 
in favor of the latter, aggravated her dif- 
trefs by increafing his importuniries, and 
the only expedient flie could think of to 
end his hppes and her own embarrafs was 
candidlyto tell him flie had, without her 
father's knowledge, formed an engage- 
ment, which though flie meant not to 
fulfil unauthorifed by him, flie would never 
retraft from ; he intreated flie would hot 
with -hold the name and fituation of him, 
that fo cruelly in^eded his felicity, but 
riiis flie refufed to do fo pofitively, that he 
was forced to fake what flic infifl:cd fliould 
be his cteroal adieu, with no other gratifi* 
cation than reading in her tearful eye that 
he was not at leafl: an obje6t of her hatred. 

Mr. Afliford's appearance in the neigh- 
bourhood of Redberry, had been merely 
accidental; his chief refidence was in towns 
and he had not only the honor of being oo 
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Lady Selina^s lift of acquaintance, but alfa 
on that of her favorite's j the firft time (he 
had ever met with him, was at the ball, 
from which her Ladyfhip returned juft as 
Madame Villeroy and Mademoifelle Scu- 
derie had feparated after a trial of (kill, 
in which, as we have already related, the 
latter was defeated ; now although this 
femous conteft happened eight months 
before that period to which we have now 
brought down our hiftory, and notwith- 
ftanding Lady Selina Dangle was then fo 
warm upon finding out ways and means 
to unfettle the Marquis, yet fhe had found 
fo much to do in conducting her own plans 
of conqueft, that whenever Madame Vil- 
leroy fpoke to her of the neceflity there 
was to finifti her brother's bufinels, and 
what fhe hoped would be equally fatal to 
the unoffending father, as to theafpiring 
daughter, her Ladyfhip always aflured her 
there was no occafion to be in a hurry, 
for that George was not fuch a fool to 

marry^ 
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many, except to ferve his femily, and that 
he might do at any dme by taldng the 
ftupid anijnal they had provided for him i 
flie did not for her part believe he would 
come home thefe feven years, as all the 
Italian ladies were wild to attraft his notice, 
and as to the parfon's vulgar daughter 
going over to him, that was quite out of 
the queftion 5 another argument Ihe would 
fometimes add, and declare that as he was 
to marry for the benefit of his femily, fhe 
thought he had a right afterwards to pleafe 
himfelf, and if he had fat his heart on a 
bit of the church, it would be monftrous 
cruel to frighen the poor litde tame dam- 
iel from being ready to receive the honor 
of his vifits, when they could do no harm 
to himfelf, his anceftors, or his defcend- 
ants. 

Such liberal opinions we do not hold 
up to our fair readers for their example, 
we think it is fafer to avoid them, however 
^ " wide^ 



d by Google 



68^ DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 

wide, by fo doing, they may ftcer frotm 
the coaft of fafhion. 

The firft time Lady Selina faw Mr. 
Afhford after he had made a furrendcr of 
tis heart to the all-captivating Ann, her 
Ladyfhip perceived a great alteration in 
his fece, and a ftill greater in his fpirits^ 
the one was pak and much thinner than 
ufualy the other confiderably below par ;. 
Ihe firft jefted, then condoled him, was 
fure he was either mad, fick or in love, 
begged his pardon the next moment, was. 
convinced he muft be very ferioufly ill, 
and wiftied him to confult his phyfician >. 
flie wanted to know where he had beeni 
who he had feen, and what could have 
happened to caufe fuch a deplorable al- 
teration in his looks and humour, in the 
fhort three weeks he had been abfent from: 
the circles (he frequented i many leading 
queftions were fent out to gain intelligence,, 
but being always unfucceisful on their 

ersand^ 
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errand, ihc at length found the means t6 
fatisfy her curiofity, not by any new dis- 
covery, but the very old method of em- 
ploying her woman to get it out of his 
fervaat, with whom Mr^. Abigail was 
particularly well acquainted, having often 
been Mr. Jerry's partner at their affemblies 
©f high life below ftairs. 

Being once aflured that the influence of 
Mifs Pladlow's charms had extended even 
beyond the heart of that infatuated fool 
her brother, as on the prefent occafion ihc 
emphatically called him, but that fhe had 
alfo dared to engrofs one of the fined 
young men about town, 1/?ho was not her 
brother; that fliehad enthralled him, fet- 
tered him, and altogether fo totally fpoil'd 
him, that it would not now be worth the 
while even of a fecond fate beauty, or a 
difappointed coquet to let her cap at him. 
At aU thofe heavy cJbarges, her Lady- 

Ihip's 
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Clip's anger againft the beautiful ofFender 
rofe with fo great violence, that in the firft 
emotions of her rage flie would have dif- 
covered the Marquis's whole affair to the 
Duke, had fhe not again confidered, that 
after having fat the houfe in a blaze, the 
wings of her own freedom might be fcorch- 
cd, and perhaps her dearcft pleafures, pe- 
rilh in the flame. 

It was now that flie was no longer in- 
attentive to the conflaht pleadings of 
Madame Villeroy, to perpetrate 'the mif- 
chiefthat had been eight months in train- 
ing, and the copies of two letters were 
inflandy produced by the fertile brain of 
Lady Selina, both exquifite in their kind, 
which when tranfcribed by her ready afTift- 
ant, were immediately difpatched, one to 
Italy, the other to Redberry; the firft 
anonymous, to inform the Marquis as in 
iiriendlhip to Dr. Pladlow, that his daughter 

was 
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was ufing all forts of arts to feduce every 
young man of fefhion that chance threw 
in her way, and that her charafter was fo 
ligiic it would be all blown to tatters, it 
he did not take her up in time, and order 
her into immediate confinement, where 
it was the writer's opinion fhe ought to be 
fed on bread and Water, that being afraid 
fuch intelligence abruptly conveyed to the 
worthy Doftor might too fenfibly afflift him. 
A female friend who was advanced in 
years, and lived in the neighbourhood of 
Redberry, had taken this method, in hopes 
his Lordihip would fo far intereft himfelf 
in the good gendeman's misfortunes, as 
to foften the account of them, as much as 
circumftances would permit. 

The other letter her ladylhipalfo indited, 

and Madame Villcroy was requefted to 

give it the beft flourilh fhe could of a 

mafculinc pen, which that Lady was very 

^ proud 
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proud to obey, being both charmed and 
flatted with the talents of her young pupil, 
whom fhe regarded as a looking glafs, in 
which all her awn ingenuity was advan* 
tageoufly rcflcfted. 

What were the contents of this letter, 
and what ftrange cfFefts they produced, 
our readers may know if they will take 
the trouble to follow us to Rcdberry, 

Mifs Pladlow and Mademoifelle, Scudc*- 
lie, were, as ufual, building caftles in the 
air, the moft uncertain and unprofitable 
bufinefs in the world, becaufe it fo feldom 
happens, that the builder inhabits his own 
edifice. 

The feafon was March, the weather 
boifterous, and the evening far advanced, 
when a fervarit who had been fent to the 
poft town, returned with two letters, one 
foreign, the other damped with the Lon- 
3 don 
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don poft mark. Having firft opened that 
which (he knew to be from her father, 
and which, like all his other cpiftles, was 
Ihort and fweet, fhe next looked at the 
feal an^ dire&ions of that which lay before 
her on the table, having given the Doc- 
tor's letter to Madcmoifellc for her in- 
fpcftion. 

Well ! cry'd Ann, was ever any thing 
fo odd, this is certainly a coronet feal, but 
fo clumfily prefs'd, that it is almoft de- 
feced, and the letter is free tco, but the 
name is fo badly written, that I cannot 
make it out. 

Open it then, faid her friend, but Itop a 
moment, and let me look before you 
break the wax j (he examined it carefully, 
and though her broad cheeks were as red 
before as rouge could make .them, when 
flie faw enough of the arms iand coronet 
to know they belonged to the houfe of 
VOL. III. E Angrave, 
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Angravc, and perceived itto be really Ms 
Grace's name on the back of the letter, 
at that moment the very paleft fpots on her 
countenance were thofe which the daubing 
hand of art had laid on; fo much higher is the 
colouring of nature, than that of art, when 
guilt holds the pencil; fhe immediately 
thought her confident, Madame Villeroy, 
muft have betrayed her, and forefaw the de- 
ftruftion of all her hopes, in the ruin of Mifs 
Pladlow's profpeds ; but in the midft of her 
internal and external confufion, fhe was. too 
cunning to blow her own c«al ; Ihe concealed 
her palpitations with all poflible addrefe, 
^ve back the letter to Ann, and declared 
flie could not conceive who it came from. 
We need not here obferve, that though the 
Duke of Angrave's name and fealhad been 
cried on the occafion, he had no Ibare in 
the merit of compofition, the whole of it 
belonged to Lady Selina and Madame 
Villeroy, who had taken the liberty to bor- 
row both the one and thi other, without 

liis 
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his Grace's permiflion or knowledge. 
Thefe were the co^itcnts> and being the 
invention of an exalperatcd beauty, we 
may venture to pronounce, that the want 
of energy is not to be numbercid amongft 
any other critical dcficiences, to which fuch 
fort of prpdudtions are fometimes Uable« 

LETTER. 

Audacious wretch ! would nothing fatif- 
fy thy diabolical ambition, but to connect 
thy obfcurity with the honors of my prince*- 
ly houfe ; Ihall the daughter of a preach- 
ing puppy of a parfon lift up her daring 
f yes to the Duke of Angrave's heir, as a 
hufband fit to couple with her meannefsj 
know, infamous creature, he would have 
fufficiently degraded himfelf, had he given 
thee the title of his miftrels, and I would 
have Ipurned him with my foot, for having 
derpgatcd from the dignity of his anceftors, 
by a choice fo fpiritlefs ; know you not, 
, E 2 woman. 
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woman, the miftrefs of Lx)rd Greendale 
Ihould be the wife or daughter of a peen 
Now hear thy fate, and tremble 5 I com- 
mand thee in three days to depart from 
Redberry, and to hide thy infamous head 
where it fhall never be feen to difgrace my 
family; go to the mountains in Wales, 
ftnd may diey cover thee eternally i dare 
to difobey the leaft of my commands at 
thy peril ! take only the vile Scuderie for 
thy companion j neither direftly or indi- 
reftly dare to tdt where that abode lies, 
to which I banifh thee for thy audacity 5 
the moment thy father is informed of my 
juft rcfentment, I will crulh him to atoms, 
and bring thee to public execution, for 
praftifing the fins of witchcraft. My mef- 
lengers Ihall be at Redberry in three days, 
cither to fee that my orders have been 
obeyed, or to drag thee to the awful pre- 
face of the enraged 

Angrave. 
The 
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The confequence of this thundering 
mandate, after poor Ann was relieved from 
a fainting fit, into which it had thrown herj 
and when fhe had recovered her fpeech, 
that was for a long time obftrufted by 
heart rending fobs, and rivers of briny 
tears, was a fudden but fixed refolution to- 
leave Redberry the next morning at day 
break, as privately as poffible ; to purfue 
her route for Liverpool, and from thence 
embark for the neareft port to her father's 
refidence, which was then in Rome, to 
throw herfelf at his feet, confefs her errors, 
claim his proteftioA, renounce Lord Green- 
dale, and ever after to be good and duti- 
ful. Nor did Mademoifelle oppofe any 
of her intentions, being fkill more afraid^ 
even than her fair friend, to flay where fhe 
was, and flattering her concealed hopes> 
for fhe no longer dared to communicate 
them, that the Marquis would certainly 
marry Mifs Pladlow, when he fliould be 
told what fhe had fufFered on his account. 
E 3 They 
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They pafled that night in making pre- 
parations for their journey and voyage > 
but as we do not mean to attend them on 
cither, we ihall fet them down at the clofe 
of their dangers and fatigues by fea and by 
land, one fhort ftreet only from that in 
which Lord Greendalc*s houfe was fituated. 
Mifs Pladlow underftood a little of Ita- 
lian, but Mademoifelle fpoke it with tole- 
rable fluency, having pafled fome years, in 
the beginning of her eventful life, in his 
Holinefe*s dominions. 

Ann had never once varied from thofe 
good rcfolutions flie had carried with her 
from Redberry, and alighted at a public 
hotel ivith no other view than to rifrclh 
herfelf, that Ihc might have flirength to 
meet her father, and to concert on the 
. kafl: alarming method, by which ihc might 
acquaint him of her arrival. 

Amongft 
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Amongft the crowd curiofity had col- 
Icftcd together, to fee the ladies get out of 
their carriage, fortune had fo contrived it, 
that Jenkings fhould be almoft one of the 
neareft to them -, he had been fent with a 
meflage from the Marquis to a friend of 
his> who lodged at the hotel, which he had 
juft delivered, and. was returning through 
the court when the carriage drove up. 
Mademoifelle alighted firft 5 her figure fo 
ill rewarded the trouble he had taken, that 
he was aftually turning away, when he acci- 
dentally caught a glimpfc of Mifs Plad- 
k>w's fide face, as one of the attendants 
was lifting her out in his arms, being lb 
overcome with fatigue and terror, that fhe 
could not walk to the houfe ; tranfient as 
the view was, and the improbability that 
(he fhould be in that place, the appearance 
daggered him extremely, he thought it 
impoflit^ it fhould be her, but the Lady 
he had feen, fo flrongly reminded him of 
her lovely face, that he went back into the 
£ 4 houfe^ 
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houfe, puzzled^ anxious and uneafy ; he 
aflced a thoufand queftions, but could get 
no fatisfaftory anfwer ; all that the people 
at the hotel knew themfelves they very 
readily told him i but this all amounted to 
nothing more than that both the ladies 
were /oreigners, but they did not know 
from what country; that one of them was 
very young and beautiful j that flie wept 
much, had not fpoken a word, but in fo 
low a whifper to her companion, that they 
had not even heard the found of her voice. 
He intreated to fee the baggage that had 
been taken off the carriage j he examined 
every part of it; he looked round and 
round, but could fee notliing like a direc- 
tion on any part of it. 

Whilft thus employed with the trunks, 
bundles and boxes that had been put down 
juft outfide the room in which the ladies 
were fitting, a waiter paffed by him, carry- 
ing refrefliments to them^j he followed 

him 
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• him to the door, and in the fan\c moment 
it was open, he had fo good a view of 
Mifs Pladlow's face and figure, as at once 
to convince him, that it could be no other 
than the beloved objcd of his Lord!& 
affedtion. 

Confufed with the multitude of his own 
ideas, at the wonderful difcovery he had 
made, he rather flew than ran back with 
his intelligence to the Marquis^ who was 
waitmg for his return, that he might dreis 
to fulfil an evening engagement. Jen- 
kings thrown oflf his guard by the iudden- 
nefs of the fcene that had pafled at the 
.hotel, broke it with fo much ahtuptnefe 
to his Lord, who happened to be alone> 
that the cfieds it had. oa his Lordfhip„ 
were really of an alarming nature^^. he turn:- 
ed pale, ftaggered> and fell back on a x:haii;,, 
which he had juft rifen from, ahnofl with- 
out fenfe or motion. No being could 
have a Itronger claim to compaffion, tham 
E 5 the 
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the faithful creature, whofe precipitation had 
reduced him to this condition ; he threw 
himfelf onhis knees before him> he clalp'd 
the Marquises hands in his own, eagerly 
called upon him for pardon, begging for 
the love of God he would fpeak to. him> 
that he might not have to reflefti it was 
lie who had been the murderer of his Lord^ 
his friend^ his benefadtor^ 

No> J^nkings, cryy the Marquis, wha 
was recovering from the violence o( a 
Ihock he had not been aMe to withftand.^ 
No, no, no> it is not you that have killed^ 
tne, but if Mils Pladlow has given her 
hand to another, and has followed her huf- 
band hither, it is ihe that has dcftroyed? 
m€> diis mufti be the fatal eaufe of her 
ippearancc at Rome;, to come under zny 
other proteftion, would be ftill mone. 
Ihocking to my fedmgs, and deftru&ivc: 
tomypeacer 

1 dot 
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I do not diink, my dear Lord, replied 
the now comforted Jenkings, that Mift 
Pladlow is under any man's proteftion, ho 
man was with her, upon my honor, not 
even a male attendant. 

Then I will foon know the occafion o€^ 
6er arrival, and (hatching up his hat, he 
bounced off like a rocket, followed at a 
fefpeftful diftance by the humble friend 
©fhis misfortunes ; and here it will not be 
-wnfeafonabk to obferve thatthe anonymous 
and joint produdions of his fifter Lady 
Selina Dangle, and Madame ViUeroy,, 
liad reached him cxaftly five days prior 
to that on which the penitent Ann made 
iier enfreinto the capital of his magnificent 
HoKnefs,, and though 'he had curled the 
officious intermedier, and treated die letter 
kfelf as all people of common fenfe fhouldi 
•treat fuch fort of incendiary eompofitions 
with Ibvereign contempt,, ftamped it be- 
neath his &et, and afterwards flung^ it into 
E- & the 
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the flames, yet when he was told the be- 
loved fubjedl of that letter was aftually in 
Rome, and that (he was come without the 
command or knowledge of her father, he 
had ten thoufand ideas floating on his dif- 
turbed imagination, any one of which was 
fufEciently banefbl to blaft the faireft 
bloffom of his diftant hopes, 

Jenkings conduced his Lord ta the 
door of the room where he had left the 
ladies, and retired ; the Marquis opened 
it fo gcndy that the noife did not difturb 
them, he faw his Divinity, his limbs trem- 
bled, his breath almoft forfook him, and 
his feet feemed rooted to the floor; to him 
the moment was critical, it was the mofl: 
awful he had ever experienced i, had the 
eternal fentence which was to pronounce 
him happy or miferable depended on that 
moment, his terrors were adequate to the 
cccafieo* 



d by Google 



WLBOROUGH FAMILY* 8f 

Madciiiaifelle had faUen affeep w her 
chair, and was enjoying that fort of canine 
repofe, to the fokce of which the fons 
and daughters of fenfibility muft ever 
remain ftxangers, whilft forrow is the at- 
tendant on their couch ; "but neither forrow, 
remorfe, or difappoiqtments, could pene- 
trate the heart, or break the flumbers of 
this Ihoring french woman, or awaken her 
to a participation of thofe fufferings poor 
Ann would probably never have expeii- 
enced, but for her own arts and her own 
treachery 5 her eyes were clofed to the 
diftrefles of her viftim, and her ears to 
the voice of the lovely complainer, whole 
fobs and tears as flie fat writing to her 
father in one comer of the room, with 
her face turned from the door, melted 
the foul of Lord Greendale to indefcribe- 
able foftnels, might have taught compaffion 
to the Hyaena, but had no efFeft on the 
felf-loving Mademoifcllp Scuderie.. 

We 
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We are not expcfted, it is hoped, to 
be very minute in our defcriptions, but 
(hould it be otherwife, we wUl endcavoui? 
to prcferve a medium between the wiflies. 
of our readers, and our own inclinations,, 
by telling them in few words that Mifs 
Pladlow had on a very becoming travelling, 
drcfs of light blue luteftring, with a hat: 
and feathers of cxaftly die fame colour,, 
which 0ie had either taken ofF before the 
Marquis ftole upon her unperceivcd, or 
what b ftill more likely from its lying on 
the ground, was, that it had good naturedly 
fallen off^ that the fineft hair in the world 
might be wholly unfettered, and give an. 
airof eafe to the dignity of beauty, by 
ftraying in carelefs ringlets over d^ fnowy* 
forehead, die poliflied bolbm,. and the 
graceful flioulders of the enchanting Ann,, 
the tears fdH feftcr from her eyes than the 
words from her pen, fighs and fobs retarded 
the progreft of her 'undertaking j at laft,. 
in a fitof defpair, flic tore the paper otk 

which 
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^hich Ihc had been writing, and wringing 
her hands in agony^^^ cried out> What caa 
I fay t What can I do 1 What wiU become 
of me I Cruel Duke I Cruel Lord (^reen** 
daler 

To hcarhfe name announced in accents 
fo reproachful, {b plaintive, produced aa 
immediate efFe6t. TheheartflrickenMaiv 
quis no longer fi:4tioned as the unobferved 
^dtator of her emotions, was now at the 
feet of his adored miftrefe,^ who had fa 
litde remembrance of his perfon, that ihc 
gave a faint icreamy and in very bad 
Italian bid him be gone, having no othec 
»lea but that he m\^ be an af&fliny who 
had been employed by the implacaUe 
Duke <^ Angrave to tak£ away her Jife;. 
^&is was an error under which he dkl not 
liiffer her to remain an kiibuit, and die 
t^^lanarion threw her into fHllmore violent 
flotation than had ariien from the ^ppre^ 
Ikenfioki of d^s»k Uk% (he infifted that 

he 
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be Ihbuld leave her, he was deaf to her 
commands, they both became more com- 
pofed, he feated himfclf by her, fhe told 
him the motives for her leaving Redberry, 
the refolution Ihe had taken on receipt 
of his father*s letter, and intreated his 
JLordfhip's influence to obtain pardon of 
her dear abufed parent for the pafl: faults 
in her conduft, and to afTure him in her 
name fhe had renounced them for even 

The Marquis was difconcerted, not fo 
much at the refolution fhe had taken to 
defert him, becaufe he well* knew that in 
fuch cafes ladies refolutions are not always 
immutable ; but he was piqued> grieved, air 
moft oflFended by the little interefl Ihe feemed 
to take in the affliftion widi which fhe was 
coolly ftabbing the hopes he hadfo long and 
fo afFe<£l:ionately cheriflied, he looked at her, 
he examined her face -with the eyes of pa£- 
fionate fondnefs the whole time fhe was 
ipeakingi but alas! no tender glance, no 

friendly 
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friendly blulh told him he was beloved, 
and that to renounce him for ever, would 
coft her a few moments of fprrow ! the 
contents of the letter which had frightened 
her from her peaceful home were fo en- 
graved on her memory that fhe was abk 
very faithfiilly to relate them to the Mar- 
quis, whiqh were fo like what his father 
would have written on fuch an occafion, 
that he had no caufe to fufpeft there had 
been any deception ufed in regard to its 
authenticity i the original fhe could not 
then fhew him, having for fecurity locked 
it up in her trunk, which would not be 
opened till the next day, when fhe promifed 
him he fhould fee it. 

Having liflened to the tale of her mif- 
fortunes, as well as to all fhe could ad- 
vance in favor of her prefent determi- 
nation, and finding her fo much exhaufled 
that fhe could proceed no farther, he took 
advantage of her filence, and thus addrefTed 

her 
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her in a voice that was at once gende, 
foodiing, perfuafive, urgent, firm and 
determmed. 

That I adore yon, my dear Mifs Plad- 
low, is not more demonftrated to my 
6wn foul than that ypu behold me with 
indifference, yet it is not you that I ac- 
cufe, it is myfelf that I condemn, I have 
occafioned you nothing but tnifery, when 
I meant, as heaven is my- witnels, to 
fecure your felicity, how then fiiould I 
€xpe6t love where my wretched fortune 
has made me appear to merit hatred only, 
my fituation has been dreadfully embar- 
rafled, engagements have been formed for 
me in which I was never confulted, thefe 
engagements my family may ftiU think 
bbding, but I know they are redeemable^ 
I cancel them from this moment, and 
to-morrow fliall, fee me your hufband^ 
o r I li ' ii ** 

Stop^ 
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Stop, flop, interrupted the affrighted 
Ann, I never, never can be the wife of 
Lord Greendale, is he not fon to the Duke' 
ef Angravej name it not, you kill me 
with terror, reftore me to my father's love^ 
give me back to his protedtion; and 

Idol of my foul, cried the Marquis> 
flopping her in his turn, yes, by heaven I 
will reftore you to your father, he fhall 
receive you with all that boundlcfs tranf-* 
port with which your hufband fhall lead 
you to him, do not turn pale, do not trcm-^ 
ble, I will riot alarm yoxi, but fufFer mc 
Calmly to explain my intentions. 

But I cannot, replied fiie, wjth a peevifh 
fort of expreiTion, I cannot niarry the fon^ 
of a man, fo crueU fo hard-hearted as the 
Duke of Angravc. 

It would be cndlefs to repeat the rcfl 
6f this interefUng converfktion, which. 

lafted . 
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lafted upwards of two hours, fuffice it to 
lay, that at the end of that time. Lord Green- 
dale had gained fomething like a vidtory, 
though by no means adequate to his wifhes> 
as it was but too apparent, Ihc yielded 
to fear what Ihe would not have granted 
to his fervent importunities, for whatever 
ftie had to dread in her father's receptioa 
of her, merely as his daughter, was fw^- 
lowed up in the contemplation that he 
would certainly embrace her with joy as 
the Marchionefs of Greendak; in this 
ftate of mind, half cohfenting. and half 
reluftant to hi.$ I^ordftiip's return the next - 
morning, with a proper officiator to make 
them one, ftie few him depart, unmoved 
by any other agitation than what was pro- 
duced by her own timidity, her fears only 
extended toherprefent fituation, fhe for- 
got the Duke's threats, in the Marquis's 
promifes of tender and eternal prote£tion> 
her heart too was grateful to the latter,, 
fiic did not lore him yet, but Ihe had 

no 
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no doubt that fhe Ihould love him to- 
morrow, and then very naturally thought 
what would Mr. Afliford fay when he 
heard that fhe ^^as actually married. 

Soon after fhe had parted from the Marquis 
Ihe awakened Mademoifelle Scuderie, it is 
impoflible to defc;ribe the madnefs of her 
exultation at being told all that had paffed 
during her ftate of oblivion, her boifterous 
joy had all the appearance of inebriety, 
ihe fell to her old trade of caftle building 
y^idi more alacrity than ever, and defied 
the rudeft blaft of fortune again to tumble 
down her works; whilft Ann, though 
neither fo much elated, pr fo happy, was 
at Jeaft more contented than fhe had ever 
been fince the receipt of the fuppofed letter 
from his Grace the Duke of Angrave, ^ 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

WHEN the Marquis left Mifs Plad- 
low at the Hotel, he went from 
thence in purfuit • of a clerical gentleman, 
the travelling governor of an Englifh No* 
bleman then at Rome, and having found 
him he, with many perlliafions, prevailed 
on the reverend divine to give him the 
nuptial benedidion the next morning at 
the hour of eleven. 

The name of his intended bride he care- 
fully concealed, and the place of her re- 
treat s but it was agreed that the Marquis 

Ihould 
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£ibuld call the following day, and cati'* 
duft him to it. Before that time arrived, 
the divine had taken it into his fenous 
confideration, that the office he had en- 
gaged to perform, might be attended witfi 
njany inconveniences to himfelf, and he 
diought, by giving Dr. Pladlow a peep 
mto the bufinefs, he fhould get rid of 
all perfonal hazard ; if he proceeded the 
edium would fall more on the Doftor than 
himfelf, and if any ftep was taken to pre- 
vent the marriage by afting cautioufly, he 
fhould get his neck out erf" the collar, and 
never appear to have forfeited the confi- 
dence of Lord Greendale, being one of 
thofe accommodating beings, whofc am- 
bition is to be equally well with fethcrs and 
Xons, who do not happen to be well with 
^ach other. 

This prudent man loft no time in feek-- 

ing out the Dodtor, who was thundet'- 

fouck^aj: the intelligence, whicb> under the 

3 fcal 
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feal of fecrcfy, ftrongly imprcffed, he 
communicated to him. The Lady's country, 
femily, fortune, endowments, or even in 
what houfe fhe refided> was unknown to 
himfelf, of courfe he could give no infor- 
mation concerning them -, but, in order to 
get at the latter, he put it into the Doc- 
tor^i head how eafy it would be to have 
them dodged, when the Marquis called to 
take him to the bride-houfe at eleven the 
next morning, and, having fettled it in the 
beft manner they could, the prudent man 
retired, and left the good man todilpofe 
of himfelf as he thought proper. 

Doftor Pladlow neither took off his 
cloaths, or laid himfelf down the live-long 
night i nor did he even reft his weary 
limbs on a chair, whilft his feeble legs 
could fupport him in traverfing his cham- 
ber. A thoufand times he meafured it in 
length, in breadth, and from comer to 
comer, as often watched for the approach 

of 
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of day from his window, nor was his mind 
more at reft than his body ; the certainty 
of his pupil's, connefting himfelf impru- 
dently, would, in any unincumbered fitua- 
tion, have afflifted him j but affianced as 
he was to Mifs Palmerfton, his total de- 
ftruftion was, in the opinion of this wjfe 
and afiedionate mcntot, annexed to his 
marriage with any other woman. From 
Lord • Greendale's condefcenfion he had 
nothing to expeft, and very little from the 
pleas of confcience, duty, or reftitude, 
fo coijipletely had his Lordftiip fucceeded 
in deceiving his family, the world, and the 
Dottor, by locking up the treafures of his 
charaftcr, and letting them fee it only, 
with external marks of poverty. The 
only reafonable hope on which he thought 
he CQuld build his fuccefs of diflblving fo 
frantic a union, would be to take the Lady 
by furprife immediately before the cere- 
mony was to be performed, and it he could 
not frighten her from her purpofe by a Icfs 
VOL. HI. ' F threat- 
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threatening expedient to declare, in the 
prefence of Lord Greendale, that ftie could 
have no pretenfions to the honour of re- 
ceiving his hand, for that it was already 
the property of another; 

Such were the Doftor's intentions when, 
the next morning having, unobferved, fol- 
lowed the footfteps of the Marquis and his 
clerical friend to the Hotel, he entered it 
the moment after them. He had faith- 
fully promifed to conceal the part this- 
friend had taken to occafion a fep^ration, 
inftead of promoting a union ; for which 
reafon he wrote thus on a fcrap of paper, 
and fcnt it by a waiter to Lord Greendale. 

NOTE. 

" Do me the honour to let me fee your 
Lordfhip for a moment. I faw you enter 
this houfe, and am fortunate in the difco- 
vcry, as I uiuft have the honour to confult 

you. 
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you, without lofs of time, on what I am to 
fay to the Duke regarding your Lordfliip's 
remittances." 

As the Doftor expefted, {o was the re* 
ply, that his Lordfhip wis then very bufy, 
but would fee him there, or wait on him 
at home, in half an hour ; there was no 
moment for delay. He advanced to the 
door where he Had feen the Marquis enter : 
He gave a foft tap ; the lock was not fe- 
<:ured on the infide j the prieft had under- 
taken to iatten it, but fome how or other 
negledted to do fo, being certainly the 
moft abfent man in the world when ever 
he thought proper. He had been pre- 
fented to the Ladies, and the Marquis was 
leading his trembling, terrified bride to the 
table, before which he flood with the book 
open before him, whilft Mademoifelle fup- 
ported her on the other fide, flaming in 
rouge and rofe-colour'd ribbands, and Jen- 
kings had dropped on his knees to pray 
Ft for 
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for his dear Lord's haj^inefs, prior to his 
takbg poflTeffion of the double office that 
had been afllgned him of clerk and father. 

Such was the exaft fituation in which 
the whole party were difpdfed, wheii die 
Doftor's humble demand of admittance 
reached the Marquis's ear, and occafioned 
fomething very like confufion of face in 
the reverend officiator. The handle of the 
lock was gently turned, and but juft cksLred 
from the door, when a voice was heard on 
the outfide, not unknown to any of the 
party, that faid : 

^^ One word, my Lord, permit me the 
honour of one word with you, I befeech 
you." 

Mifs Pladlow looked transfixed, but 
neither wept or fainted. Mademoifelie 
fcreamed. Jenkings concealed himfelf 
behind a fcrcen. The parfon clofed his 

bt)ok. 
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book, bowed to the Marquis, and ob- 
ferved that it would be proper for him to 
retire till his Lordfhip ftiould have fent 
away the intruder, and recompofed the 
Lady, which he accordingly did, withoyt 
waiting a formal permiflion from his Lord- 
ihip, making his exit through an oppofite 
door to that where the Dodtor was plant- 
ed, had it been any man but the father of 
his bride, who had occafioned this delay 
to the completion of his happiiiefs, the 
enraged Marquis would^ prol^ly> have 
kurled him from one extreme of the houfe 
to the other i but here his rage was re- 
trained by affeftion, and his a£lions go- 
verned by refpeft. In the dilemma he 
W^ reduced to, by feeing the lock made 
no refinance, when the hand of the Doc- 
tor was applied to it, he endeavoured to 
force Anri with gentle violence in at the 
door through which the Divine had already 
glided ; but refifting all his ftrength, and 
agjiin finding her voice, which had nearly 
F J forlaken 
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forfaken her, on hcaringthatof her father, 
Ihc called upon him with a loud fcream, 
that refembled the cry of infamty> an4 
fell motionlcfi on the floor. 

Prefumption is an error j let us fteer fitr 
from it rather than rifk the imputation 
of it, by vainly prefuming to rcprefent 
the complicaied feelings of amazement, 
grief, anger, horror, love and compaflion, 
that divided the foul, and agonized the 
countenance of Dr. Pladlow, when, on 
bearing his name fo vehemently pronoun- 
ced, he ruftied into the room, faw that it 
^as, indeed, his daughter, or, as it 
appeared to him at that moment, the in- 
animated clay cold corps of her who once 
>fvas his daughter ! 

He gave the Marquis a look that pene- 
trated to his foul, that look had a thoufand 
tongues, and every tongue was charged 
with this fho|t cxprcflion : Is it you that 

have 
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have deftroyed my peace ? Is it you that 
have murdered my daughter ? He direfted 
a commanding frown of banifhment to the 
treacherous French woman, that like a 
mandate from heaven fent her from his 
prefence. He fpoke ta neither j but fee- 
ing tears chafing each other down the 
cheeks of the poor Marquis, as he ftood 
by the fide of the lovely Ann, having 
lifted her into a chair, and reclined her 
head on his bofom, with one hand pre- 
venting her from falling, with the other 
holding drops to her nofe. The fevcrity 
of the Doftor's features relaxed : He 
removed him from his ftation, but not 
unkindly, and even preffed his hand as He 
took the fmelling botde from him, to per- 
form at once the tender offices of parent 
and nurfe. 

A foft figh iffued from the bofom of 

Ann J the tide of life revifited her lips 

and cheeks. She opened her eyes, but 

F 4 clofcd 
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clofed them, again in tran(port, on finding 
herfelf fondly embraced in die arms, of 
her father. He laid his cheek to her's, 
and foothed her with tendernefs. She 
(lid through his arms, and kneeled before 
him. Her uplifted hands were clalped 
together, and flie exclaimed, I am pitied ! 
My father pities me ! "Will he not pardon 
alfo his guilty penitent child ? 

She is not guilty, cried the Marquis> 
throwing himfclf with an air of diftraftion 
by her fide;, in the fame humble pofture. 
Upon my foul. Sir, fhe ia not guilty ; it 19 
I that have deceived you; the whole 
crime, if k is a crime to love, is all my 
own. Would' to heaven (he divided it with 
me, dien I fhoukibe comforted. Had 
not your prefence forbid my felicity, at 
this moment (he would have been my 
wife ; (he (hould then have loved me ; the 
force, the tendernefs, the ardour of my 
paffion, (hould have forced her to divide 

it 
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it with me. Yes, Sir, continued he, in 
rather a refentful accent, I am too well 
convinced I owed Mifs Pladlow's concef- 
fion not to my own influence, but to her 
fears of your difpleafure; thofe are now 
removed, and I am undone ! 

It was in vain that the Do6tor had often 
interrupted him to folicit he would rife ; 
but when his Lordlhip had done fpeaking, 
he obliged him to quit his humiliating 
ftation. He placed himfelf between the 
Marquis and his daughter j his words or 
his looks had nothing reproachful in them j 
on the contrary, his whole heart was taken 
captive by compaflTion i his eyes fwam in 
liquidated tendernefs, and his voice, though * 
firm, was meliorated by fympathy. 

The misfortune, faid he, that I always 
dreaded, and againft which I have been 
always trying to guard you, my dear chil- 
dren, has been permitted to fall upon my 
F 5 head. 
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head, and would have laid it low in cartff, 
if I had not fortunately direfted my fteps 
to this houfe in time,^ to ftop the proceeding 
of an event fo rafh, fo inconfiderate, as 
muft have ended in all our deftruftion 5 
but before I proceed further in what I 
have yet to fay, will your Lordlhip con- 
defcend to tell me by what means you 
became acquainted with my daughter ? and 
I fhall then demand of her what were her 
motives for her extraordinary flight irom 
Redbcny, and ftill more wonderful ap- 
pearance in this place I 

Penetrated to meet nothing but mild- 
nefs, where they had fo much reafon to 
expedt the bittereft reproaches, they gave 
as diftinft a detail of the whole affair, as 
if they had Ueen rendering up their laft 
acounts at the Throne pf Grace. Nothing 
was concealed, and whilft the good mart 
felt for the Marquis's difappointment, he 
rejoiced with abundant joy that his heart 
5 wa^ 
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was uncorruptcd, and that it was only a 
mifplaced paffioa to which he had been 
facrificing falfe appearances on account of 
his daughter's reparation from her lover. 
He had no fears to combat with, as, before 
the converfation was half ended, Ann had 
herfelf confirmed, what the Marquis had 
before advanced, by very innocently de- 
claring, that now Ihe was reftored to her 
father's lave and prote&ion, fhe heartily 
forgave the Duke of Angrave, at the fame 
time affuring Lord Grecudale, with that 
fort of hdvette, which, if not remarkable 
for fenfibility, was at leaft a proof of her 
fincerity i that when Ihe Ihould hear he was 
married to fome beautiful woman of qua- 
lity, who was wortliy of his afFeftions, fhe 
fhould rejoice at his happinefs quite as 
much as if fhe had the honour of being 
his fifler. She did not even keep to her- 
felf the interviews that had pafTed between 
her and Mr. Afhford, or how ferry fhe 
was to have made him fo unhappy: In 
F6 fhort. 
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fhort, (he was herfelf the very bed phyfi- 
cian the Marquis could .have found, for 
what he had hitherto fuppofcd an incurable 
pafiioh, one of thofe everlafting flames, 
which boys and girls are too apt to fup- 
pofe, will burn world without end. 

Dr. Pladlow, who, on this occafion, 
thought his Ann talked like an angel,, 
watched every turn of the Marquis's 
countenance, where, amidft many and va- 
rious changes, he thought he could read 
this confeffion : *' Thefe fentiments may 
mortify me, but I would rather hear them 
from the lips of my miftrefs, than have 
them fmothered in the bofom of my 
wife." 

Before Doftor Pladlow had been in the 
Hotel half an hour he had ealled up a 
waiter, and, without quitting the room, 
had given him fome private orders, which, 
it is probable, the Marquis might imagine 

was 
4 
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was to prepare a dinner ; but when the 
lame man returned at the end of three 
hours, and faid all was ready, his Lordfhip 
began to fufpect the truth. He ftarted, 
turned pale, his eyes filled with. tears, and 
he cried out, " My God ! you arc going 
then to leave me/' 

My dear Lord, you conjefture right. 
I go, indeed, but it fhall be for a fliort 
time only. Will you have the goodnefs 
to meet me in Paris at my return ? 

I fliall not live to obey you i why will 
you take her from my fight ? 

Look at her ; learn of her to be re- 
figned : It will alfo teach your Lordfhip 
another leflTon. The woman, who is 
formed to make the happinefs of Lord 
Greendale, fhould be endowed with fenfi- 
bility like his, and return his love with 
equal tenderneis. 

His 
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His Lordlhip felt the delicate infinua- 
tion this remark conveyed. He coloured 
like fcarlet, and, fighing, caft a tender, 
but reproachful, look on Mifs Pladlow, 
who threw her eyes on the ground, afraid 
to meet the fcrutiny of his, being coftfcious 
he would only read in them a confirmation 
of her father's oblique refleftion, that her 
heart was not fo warmly interefted as his 
own. 

It IS neceffary, continued the Do£lor, 
that I Ihould fee the Duke of Angrave : 
This unlucky affair muft reach him. 1 
have good reafon to fuppofe it will be 
fprcad over the city in a very few hours, 
and there are many fcribblcrs in Rome 
ready to acquaint his Grace of all the 
particulars. 

It is true, my daughter's name will not 
be brought into the charge, becaufe there 
happened to be no witncis of our expla- 
nation ', 
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nation 5 but allow me to obfervc, that by 
the letter Ann has received from hia 
Grace, and which I have not yet feen, 
there can be no doubt to whom your father 
will affix the guilt of having feduced your 
Lordfhip's afFeftion, and of flackcning the 
reins of duty and obedience, which, be- 
fore your unfortunate acquaintance with 
her, you never had refifted. 

Ah ! my dear Marquis, do not thefe 
confiderations convince your reafon ? Do 
theynotlhewyouhowabfolute the neceffity 
is that forces me to leave you ? The dif- 
pleafure of a father is no light confidera- 
tion. The refentment of your's muft be 
appeafed. Honour me with the commif- 
fion to reftore you to the arms of your 
family, and to reinftate you iii the full 
poffeflion of their afFeftions* 

Lord Greendale held out his hand, the 
Doftor prefling it between his own, faid. 
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This is kind, indeed ! Generous youth, of 
what is thy foul compofed, fo wa^rni^ and 
yet fo rational ? I go then with your con- 
fent. 

Alas ! you mould me as you pleafe. 

My expedition fhall fhew with what 
impatience I wifh to return to you. 

You will kill her with fatigue. I go 
with you, except you promife me not to 
travel with expedition. 

Affure yourfelf, my dear Lord, fhe fhall 
not be fubjefted to any. inconvenience from 
which I can guard her. As he faid this, 
he turned to embrace the Marquis, but he 
was^ gone. 

Dofl-or Pladlow took Mademoifelle 
with them as far as the firft town in France, 
where he difmiffed her, not unprovided 

for. 



d by Google 



0ELBOROUGH FAMILY. I Ij 

/or, but with a reprimand that made her 
tremble under its alperity, followed by a 
ftern aflurancc, that, if ever fhe again 
Ihewed herfelf in England, fhe ftiould be 
given up to die juft vengeance of an of- 
fended family, and receive her well earned 
fentence of banilhment from the Duke of 
Angrave himfclf. 

Having left Ann under the care of a 
female acquabtance in whom he could 
confide, and whole houfe lay in his road 
from Dover to London, Do6tor Pladlow 
proceeded to the Duke of Angrave, and 
obtained an audience of his Grace, which 
has appeared in our hiftory, as mentioned 
by Lady Dorothy Petting in her anecdotes 
ofthatfamily, communicated to Col.Fairfasj 
through the fame channel. Our readers 
have been alfo informed, that Doftor Plad- 
low again fat off to meet the Marquis ; 
that his Lordlhip was returned, and had 
made his peace, by reluftantly confenting 

to 
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to fulfil the Duke's engagement to Mifas 
Palmerfton, and the various methods he 
had afterwards taken to protradt the cele- 
bration of the nuptials* 

All thefe matters being fo clearly ex- 
plained, we have only to reveal what paffed 
in the Doftor's private interview with the 
Duke, which her Ladyfhip, for want of 
information, Lady Selina being herfelf un- 
acquainted with particulars, was unable to 
aflift us in -, nor are we hiclined to cir- 
cumvolution on" the fubjedt, fo ftiaU only 
fay, that the Doftor repeated every mi- 
nutiae of the tranfadtion between the Mar- 
quis and his daughter from the beginning 
to the end of their acquaintance i that his 
Grace was exafperated at his fon's con- 
du6t, but fo well fatisfied with that of the. 
Dodtor, as to affure him of his eternal 
friendfhip and gratitude. He difowned 
the letter that had been written to Mils 
Pladlow in his name. He had never, he 

addedj 
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added, even heard that the Doftor had a 
daughter, and requefted that, for the 
Lady's fake, both the circumftance of the 
letter, and her being any ways concerned 
in the meditated folly and madnefs of the 
Marquis, might be for ever concealed from 
all but themfelves ; not even intrufted to 
any branch of his Grace's own family, for 
that he was warmly interefted in the pre- 
fervation of her fame, on account of the 
very great obligations the honourable beha- 
viour of her father had laid him under* 

Long have we travelled backward in our 
memoirs, and being at laft happily arrived 
to the prefent time, we hope the relation 
of Lord Greendale's juvenile adventures 
are not fo voluminous, or ill-connedted 
with the former part of our hiftory, as to 
put every thing out of our readers heads, 
which we wiftied them to remember ; but 
if this fhould be the cafe, we can put them 
in the way to refrefh their memories, at 

the 
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the fmall coft of a few moments applica- 
tion, which, even in this golden age of 
female wifdom and female propriety, can- 
not be more innocently, or, perhaps, more 
advantageoufly, employed, than in turning 
to that chapter, which immediately pre- 
cedes our little epofode, where they will 
fee who and who are together, and where 
their recoUeftion will be renewed, by a 
fccond reading of the Marquis's note to 
his fifter j and it will alfo remind them, 
with, how much indiflference Lady Sclinar 
reflifed her unfortunate brother's requeft, 
diat fhe would return home before the 
hour fhe had appointed, and then, when; 
her own appointed hour was come, with 
how much chagrin fhe at Uft parted ftom 
the divine Colonel ;. having alfo feeoi her 
Lady 111 ip make a departing congee to 
Lady Dorothy, prefent her hand to Colo- 
nel Fairfax, adjourn to the hall, and there, 
with an air of vexation, feat herfelf in her 
cliair, the head let down, and a lall adieu, 

fmiled 
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fmiled and nodded on the retiring objeft 
of her prefent admiration, they may, if 
they pleafe, by the light of two flambeaux 
that preceded her Ladylhip's chairi find 
their way to Angrave Houfe ; and when 
arrived there, they may depend on us for 
giving them all the intelligence we can 
colleft of the further retrograde motions 
of the Marquis of Greendalc. 



CHAP. 
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TH E firft perfon her Ladylhip met 
on fteping out of her chair, was the 
confidental fervant of her brother, and our 
very old acquaintance Jenkings ; fhe was 
yet fmarting under the lafh of felf retro- 
fpeftion, and had not recovered her good 
humour; fhe afked with hauteur, what 
ailed his Lord, that he had ordered her 
fervants to Lady Dorothy Petting's fo 
much before their time ? had fhe look'd at 
him, his face would have anfwered with 
many forrowful expreffions, that all was 

not 
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not wdl 5 he had been weeping, and the 
lids of his eyes were almoft fwoUen to the 
lize of eggs j Ihe did not wait for a verbal 
reply to her queftion, but pafled into the 
anti-room, and was followed by Jenkings,' 
who feared what he had to fay, would af- 
flift her Ladylhip, and the natural huma- 
nity of his heart made him tremble, whilft 
he was informing her that his Lord hav- 
ing fent him on a meflage, which detained 
him two hours, had, during his abfence, 
left the houfe ; that as he was roming down 
Piccadilly, a hack chaife driving at a great 
rate, paffed by him, he^ot a fudden view 
of the perfon who was in the carriage, 
and fliould, he faid, have thought it had 
been his Lord, but that he fuppofed it im- 
poflible, his Lordlhip being ftill attended 
by his phyficians, and not yet having left 
his apartment after the hurt he had re- 
ceived from the going off of the fowling 
piece. Hum, cry'd Lady Selina, {peak- 
ing to herfelf, and grining fetyrically, I 

Ihall 
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fhall never forget that ftory of a gun go- 
ing ofFi Ihe then bade Jenkings proceed, 
and finiih his tale of wonders as fall as he 
could. 

The honeft creature, who now few there 
was no fear that her Ladyfhip's feelings 
would be much hurt, declared it his opi- 
nion, that the Marquis never intended to 
return home again, for befides the note left 
for her Ladyfhip, which had been fent to 
Lady Dorothy's, there was another letter 
on his table, direfted for his Grace, and 
fealed with black wax, which, as the fami- 
ly were not in mourning, he wilhed might 
not be meant to convey more than per- 
haps his Lordfhip had exprefs'd. 

Lady Selina, who had taken up a pencil, 
and was fketching out a flower on fomc 
paper that lay on the table, faid. It may be 
fo, and enquired who 'attended her brother 
in this mighty pretty expedition, and was 

informed 
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informed that he had taken no fervant with 
him, nor any change of cloaths or linen. 
Oh ! then I Ihall foon expeft him back, 
obferved her Ladyfhip ; but pray Mr. 
Jenkings, can you tell me what the Duke 
fays to 'all this ? 

His Grace, my Lady, replied Jenkings, 
was gone out an hour before my Lord dif- 
appeared, and has juft fent word, that he 
ihall fleep to night at Sir Ardiur White's. 

That'^ lucky enough, faid her Ladyfhip, 
Ihe then ordered him to bring her the let- 
ter, the black feal of which had been fo 
tremendious to his timid apprehenfions j 
the, trudi is, that he feared his Lord in- 
tended to commit fome a6t of violence on 
his own perfon, or why not take him as the 
companion of his flight, who had fo long 
been the confident a( his difficuldes, and 
the fharer of his forrows : why not at 
Icaft acquaint him of his purpofe, if it had 

VOL, in, G not 
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not been a fatal one i -would he have left 
him thus, with a dagger fticking in his 
heart ? no, faid he, my dear L-ord intends 
himfelf fome mifchief, or harbours a fuf- 
picion of my fidelity. 

Such had been poor Jenkings's tortur- 
ing reflexions, from the moment he was 
informed of the Marquis's departure, to 
that in which he obeyed the orders of Lady 
Selina; and having, with a mournful de- 
jcdted countenance, delivered the letter 
into her hand, he retired to lament over 
his troubles, unobferved and unmoleiled. 

The aflfeftionate filler of Lord Green- 
dale, turned and examined the letter in 
every direftion, and would have been very 
glad of Madame Villeroy^s affifkance, to 
have come at the contents, but that ingeni- 
ous preceptrefs, as ill fortune would have 
it, had retired into the country fome 
gionths before, being threatened with a de- 
cline. 
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dine, and having, in the Courfe of her re- 
covery, tafted the fweets of independence, 
(he had eftabliihed herfelf very comfort- 
ably a hundred miles from town ; had a 
fmart box in a pretty village, a green court 
b^fSre her windows, a fine brafs knocker on- 
her door, killed her own mutton, vifitcd 
her neighbours, and delpifed them. 

Now though Lady Selina could not, on 
the prefent occafion, profit by her perfo- 
nal fervices, yet ftill Ihe ^as indebted to 
her former inftruftions, for the perfedl eafe 
with which fhe opened, and reclofed the 
feal on her brother's letter, fo delicately 
nice, that no eye could diftinguifh it 
had ever fqbmitted to the operation. 

Before her Ladyihip had got through 
half the contents, flie rang her bell, and 
feht orders to her woman to make hafte 
and prepare her things to drefs, for that (he 
flioukirbe up in a few minutes s t^a=whim 
G 2 of 
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of drefling and going out was a fudden one, 
yet there were a thoufand xeafons why j 
it was extremely rational that fhe ihould 
drels and lliould go out ; the houfe was (o 
gloomy, it put her in mind of a funeral ; 
the fervants looked like mute mourners, 
and when they anfwered, Yes, my Lady, 
or no, my Lady, it founded in her ears 
like the ill-omened croaking of fo many 
ravens. 

The Dutchefs of Northly was that night 
to give a fplendid fupper, where all the 
fine men would be to a certainty ; fhe had 
fent her excufe fix hours before, becaufe a 
finer than any of them was alttioft tete a tete 
with her at Lady Dorothy Petting's : the 
caufe no longer exifted. Colonel Fairfax 
might be gone to Jericho, for any thing fhe 
knew to the contrary i or he might be at the 
fupper, for fhe could not fuppofe her Grace 
had omitted to invite him j Lady Marga- 
ret fhe%,knew would be there, fhe could 

fend 
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fend for her out of the room ; fhe would 
ferve as a chaperon, and as to her put off 
meffage, fhe would contrive that into a 
compliment, that fliould put her Grace in 
good humour; in Ihort, it was better that 
Ihe ftiould amufe herfelf abroad, than ftay 
at home and die of ennuie i and the hour 
was perfeftly feafonable, it being but forty- 
five minutes after twelve, when flie found 
herfelf at the Ducchcfs of Worchly's door. 

Whilft Lady Sclina is got into a comer 
of her Grace's affembly-room, with her 
fifter, Lady Margaret Devcro, and fif- 
teen or fixteen other particular friends^ 
where ihe is telling them of the great fur- 
prife Jhe has been thrown into, occafioned 
by her brother's abrupt removal, and let- 
ting fall fomc hints, not much to the re- 
nown of Mifs Palmerfton's prowefs, in 
making, or in retaining captives, whilft fhe 
is concealing nothing but the circumftance- 
of the letter, and her own ingenuity, in 
G 3 having 
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having foreftalled the Duke, her father, in 
the knowledge of its purport; we Ihall let 
the cat out of the bag, and faithfully de- 
clare that part of the fecret her Ladyfhip 
thought proper not to reveal, viz. the 
whole contents of the Marquis of Green- 
dale's epiftle to his Grace the Duke of 
Angrave. 

LETTER. 

There is only one path by^which I can 
cfcape perdition ! true, it leads me from 
your Grace, very far from your paternal 
roof, but it will alfo lead me from a dctcft- 
cd union, that my foul abhors. I renounce 
it for ever; I fware in the awfiil fece of 
heaven, never to be the hufband of Mifs 
Palmerfton ! My father, I have tried with 
pains, I have ftruggled with agony, to 
bend my ftubborn refradory will to your 
commands 5 it wiU not .on this one facri- 
ficc learn fubmiffion, I muft be difobe- 

dient. 
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dient, but the force that compels me to 
oppofition, almoft reduces me to phrenfy. 
No, my Lord ! I love you, I honor you, I 
revere you ; it is not my duty that fub- 
mits, it is my paflions that have conquer- 
ed it ; on this one occafion only they hold 
it captive, on every other, it ftiall be with- 
out reftriftion under your own command, 
and devoted to the moft critical obedi- 
ence. I dare not plead for myfclf, becaufe 
I never will retraft. I never will meet 
Mifs Palmerfton at the altar. Let my 
fiftcrs, and your litdc fons, my dear father ! 
plead for me 5 they are not offenders, like 
me, let them fue at your Grace's feet for 
their miferable brother; let them kneel 
and weep 'till they have cozin'd you out 
o{ your forgivenefs, and refcued me at 
leaft, from your maladiftion. I believe 
my ideas are confufed j I know that my 
foul is torn with anguifh. My father ! Ihe 
is married ! the only woman I ever ador- 
ed, is the wife of another j the intelligence 
G 4 fhocked; 
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fli:?cked, it confounded mc, but furcly It 
cioes not grieve me, it is impoflible it 
Ihould grieve nnx^ flie never returned my 
pafiion, and I have forgot to love her i 
but fhe has taught me akflbn, from which 
I have learnt to be difubedient. I have 
drank of the delicious poifon, it has intoxi- 
cated my brain> and never will I unite my 
fate with one of her fex, 'till I again ex- 
perience that dear efFufion of exquifite ten- 
clcrnefs, to which I have already, owed the 
moft happy, and moft miferable hioments 
of my exiftence. Judge, then, my Lord, 
if ever Mifs Palmerfton can be the wife of 
Greendale ? Whilft I daringly pre(ume> 
;n this fingle inftance, to fet bounds to your 
Grace's authority, in every other my obe- 
dience Ihall be unlimited. My future con- 
duft Ihall fubjeft you, my dear father, to 
no pecuniary inconvenience, I will not 
give Mifs Palmerfton, or her mercenary 
guardians, a claim on your eftates, by 
forming any other engagement, as long as 

-I fhe 
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(lie remains fmgle, or at leaft, 'till llie re- 
leafes me from thofe galling fetters, which 
I never can fubmit to put on. After 
tearing myfelf from your Grace, and 
my family, how feeble are the pangs X 
fuftain, on bidding adieu to the country, 
that has enroled me on her catalogue of 
wretches. If I vifit her again, it muft be 
on my own conditions. Shall a flavc 
breathe the air of freedom, to give him 
the keener fenfe of his misfortunes? never 
will I return to chains> more infupportablc 
than thofe of a felon. Oh ! my father,, 
reftore me to liberty, and receive at your 
feet the moft gratefijl, moft aflfe6tionate> 
and moft devoted of fons> 

Greendale^ 



We hope our reader^s remember, that 

Lady Selina made her brother a vifit in 

his chamber, on the very day of his Lord- 

fliip*s writing this letter^ and afterwards' 

G 5 leaving; 
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leaving his father's houfe ; they will alfo 
recoUedt, that (he left him rather in dif- 
pleafure, and went to Lady Margaret 
Devero's, in Portland-Place, where young 
Lady like, having vented a little of her 
ill humour, at the expence of her filler's 
plebeian hufband, and difpatched a note to 
her dear friend, Mifs Palmerfton, Ihe re- 
decked her face in the fmiles of good hu- 
mour, and dedicated the reft of the day 
to Lady Dorothy Petting, La belle Paffion, 
and Colonel Fairfax.^ 

When Lady Selina quitted the Mar- 
quis's rooni, he had by no means deter- 
mined on what he was to do v but fome- 
thing muft be done, and that fpeedily, as 
he had a few minutes before received a 
vifit from his father, to acquaint him he 
was juft fetting out for Sir Arthur White's, 
and that before his return, he Ihould have 
fixed on a day for the completion of the 
marriage, bidding him take care that no 

more 
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more premeditated accidents, were called 
in to the aid of his difobedient floth, and 
eternally rebellious inclinations. His Grace 
did not wait for a reply, but left his fon 
not at all difpofed for encouraging medi- 
tations on the grace of filial obedience ; 
on the contrary, he ruminated deeply on 
the pleafures attending that fweet and ten- 
der paflion, by which he had once been 
facinated, and ran over in his mind the 
train of adventures to which it had given 
twrth. Amongft the whole number, nothing 
feemed fo wonderful, fo unaccountable, 
as the anonymous letter that he received, 
before Mifs Pladlow's arrival at Rome, 
^jid the forged one which had been fent to 
her, with his father's fignature* 

The appearance of Lady Selina can' 
hardly be faid to have put an end to his re- 
fledions on this fubjtdt, as may be fur- 
mifed from the impreflive wiih that ef? 
caped him in her prefence, and made her 
G 6 Ladylhip 
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Ladyfhip feel^ from the fears of detedtiony 
what fhe never felt in the a6tion itfelf, of 
ftriking a dagger through the very foul of 
his happinefs. 

Very foon after Lady Selina had taken 
hcrfclf off. Lord Carlington was announ- 
ced ; his Lordfhip is one of thofe fort of 
young men, who with the beft difpofitions 
in the world, mixes fome foibles, and 
thofe he takes as much pains to -blazen, 
as diligently to hide fuch aftions, as would 
place his charadler above mediocrity. 

Ah ! my poor Marquis, cry'd he, as they 
exchanged a friendly fhake of the hand, 
how comes it that I do not find you en- 
larged ; is this curfed confinement to laft 
you for ever ? 

Lord Greendale, who well knew the 
heart of his vifitor, and that it concealed 
under a guifc of levity, the ftrongeft pro- 

pcnfities 
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penfities to commiferation and fympathy,- 
Gould not deny himfdf the gratification, 
which, of all others, is themoft alleviating^ 
that of coYnplaining, he mentioned the in- 
terview with his father, and his diftrefs at 
finding his Grace fo determined to hurry 
him into a ftate, for which, at prefent, he 
felt invincible abhorrence. 

Having heard him to an end, he ob- 
ferved, that perhaps his Lordftiip had mif- 
taken the fentiment altogether, and that it 
was not an invincible abhorrence to the 
ftate, but to the Lady. Zounds, man! 
continued he, have done with lamentati- 
ons i lay but the word, here I am ready 
to take her off your hands -, look at me, 
do you think (he would refufe a fellow of 
my figure, and d— n me if I am off my 
bargain, though ftie fhould have fore eyes 
and a cloven foot* 

The 
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The Marquis could not refrain from 
laughing immoderately at the odd manner 
in which he advanced his offers of ferving 
him, but told him, there was only one way 
by which he could profit by his good in- 
tentions, and that was> if he would marry 
the lady, and give her fortune to the 
Duke, 

Let his Grace propofe the divifion> re- 
turned he, and take which half he pleafes* 
I am juft now fo much in love with matri- 
mony, that he may make his own terms. 

Yet you have never feen Mifs Palmer- 
fton, faid the Marquis. 

Nor ever defu-e to fee her, retorted his 
friend^ except to fave you from execution,' 
and that upon my foul I would do at any 
cxpence you can name. 

Dear 
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Dear Carlington, your endeavours to di- 
vert my ferious embarraflment, are kindly 
meant, but it is not from your generofity 
I can flatter myfelf with the hope of bebg 
redreflcd. 

And why not, thou deiponding Mar- 
quis ? thou doeft not know the extent oi 
my generofity, I gave away yefterday to 
a friend of mine, what would have encrich- 
ed me for life, had I kept it to myfelf, and 
may I be chief mourner at the fiineral of 
my creditors hopes, and my own laft gui- 
nea, if I ever parted with any thing fo re- 
ludantly, as with this treafure of trea- 
fures ; and yet my bounty has made 
two beings fo exquifitely happy> that I 
fware I do not repent its but now I think 
of it, the gift might as well have been be-^ 
flowed by your Lordfhip, as by me : how 
the devil Greendale, did your heart efcape, 
mine is burnt to a cinder. 

. . The 
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The Marquis, who did not comprehend 
his meaning, alked an explanation* 

Nothing is fo eafy, but you are con- 
founded dull, not to have gueffed it long 
ago J who could I poffibly mean, but the 
beautiful daughter of honeft old Pladlow ; 
have you never heard of her George, that 
you look fo aftoniihed ; 'tis true upon my 
foul, this divineft of all divine girls, I 
yefterday morning* like a fecond Scipio, 
cond^fcended to beftow on my friend Afti- 
fbrd i though had I feen her before we 
met at the altar, on the giving and taking 
Jicheme, the refignation of her to another, 
might have coft us a tuftle ; however, it 
is all over, and I am now ready for thy 
accommodation, to turn my thoughts to 
Mifs Palmerftonv 

The viciflitudes our poor Marquis un- 
derwent, during the whole of this gay 
harangue, are not to be defcribed ; but 

fortunately 
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fortunately they efcaped the obfervation of 
Lord Carlington, who ratded away, for 
the fpace of another helf hour, on the 
'lovelinefs of the bride; her tender pre- 
ference for the hufband of her choice j the 
exquifite tranfports of his friend A(hford> 
and the compofed happinefs of Doftor 
Pladlow. 

When his Lordfhip's fubjedt or vifit 
would have been cxhauftcd, wc cannot 
afcertain, bccaufe the Marquis, who had 
by this time fixed his plan of proceeding, 
put an end to both^ by fecmijig to recoU 
Jeft a fomething that had before flipped 
his memory, the jfignal of taking out his 
watch, was followed mechanically by his 
vifitor, who ftarting up, declared he was 
ten minutes behind his time, for cfcorting 
Lady Charlotte Ogle to Shakefpear's Gal- 
lery: this, faid he, is another proof of 
my willingnefs to ferve my friends. Mar- 

fhaniL 
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ibam would not attend her himfelf, and 
has put his burden on my fhoulders. 

The inftant Lord Greendale found him- 
felf alone, he called for Jenkings, and or- 
dered him away on a made-up nieflfage, 
which he was to carry fo far out of town, 
that before he could return back again> 
ihe whole of his Lord's defign would be 
accomplilhed j why, on this occafion he 
was not permitted to participate in its exe- 
cution, can only be accounted for by a 
certain reftleflhefs, very like fulpicion> that 
infefted his Lordfliip's mind, from the firft 
moment he found out that his paffion for 
Mifs Pladlow had been difcovered. He 
did not abfolutcly accufe Jenkings of be- 
traying his confidence j he almoft believed 
his affeverations of innocence; but the 
fecret fo dear to him, had taken air, fome- 
body muft have difclofed it ; he fufpefted 
Mifs Pladlow, Mademoifelle, Jenkings, 
and almoft himfelf, for he continually made 

his 
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his words pafs before him in review, to 
examine if it was not poffible that fome 
cxpreffion of his owii might inadvertently 
have efcaped his moft guarded caution, 
and given rife to his misfortunes i but 
after all, being unable to condemn him- 
felf^ or acquit any other perfon, he refol- 
ved to have no confident in his meditated 
flight, that his fecrct might not again be ex- 
plored, and the place of his retirement 
invaded by the folicitations of his femily. 

He wifhed Lady Selina to be at home, 
when the Duke returned from Sir Arthur 
White's, which he expedted would be early 
Ml the evening, and that Ihe might deliver 
the letter he had left behind him, to his 
Grace, very naturally concluding, he fhould 
in her find a warm advocate, and his father 
an afFedtionate comforter. With this idea, 
he ordered the porter to fend her Lady* 
fhip's fervants to Grofvenor-Square, fo 
much before the time flic had ordered 

them. 
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them, together with the note, which he 
alfo left to the care of this terreftrial cerbe- 
rus. How well Lady Selina acquitted 
herfelf of the tender offices configned to 
her by her amiable unfortunate brother^, 
has already been partly explained^ and may 
be more fully exemplified in the progreli 
of our hiftoryr 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 

MITFORT Abbey, the feat where 
Sir Arthur White and his family 
refided, was fituated in Kent, but not in 
the moft plealknt part of that extenfive 
county, yet the Duke of Angrave has 
been heard to declare that he gave it the 
preference to any other fine place in the 
kingdom; he would allow that water, 
wood, and fwelling ground, might have 
given it fome fmall advantages, but then> 
the air was fo falubrious, the drives fo 
fafe, the walks fo level, that on the whole 
his tafte was fufficiently gratified 5 we da 

not 
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not pronounce his Grace an amateur, but 
we may venture to fay he really would 
have preferred the domains round Mit- 
fort Abbey unornamented by ftately plant- 
ations, navigable cuts, ferpentine rivers 
or majeftic mountainsy to Mount Sion or 
even Paradife, unlefs the inheritance of 
them had been afcertained to his own 
defendants; that is to fay, except Mifs 
Palmerfton had been Lady of the manor. 
Now at Mitfort Abbey, his Grace could 
be in his faddle, or whirl in his travelling 
carriage from fun rifmg to fun fetting, and 
at the end thereof only find himfelf in . 
the midway of that part of the Palmerfton 
cftate by which the dwelling was fur- 
rounded. On the death of the lace pofTeff- 
ors, who left their orphan daughter to the 
care of Sir Arthur and Lady White, for 
they both died of a malignant fore throat 
within a few hours of each other i there 
was a claufe.inthe father's will by which 
the Baronet was intitled to a legacy of 

twenty 
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twenty thoufand pounds, and a thoufand 
pounds a year for the board of the young 
heirefs, provided that till (he came of 
age, which was named for twenty-three. 
Sir Arthur and Lady White Ihould remove 
to Mitfort Abbey, and there refide during 
die minority of their daughter, or till her 
marriage, when the engagement was finally 
to ceaie. 

At the time this event happeried the 
Baronet's fortune was fuch as made the 
conditions highly acceptable; fcantinefs 
of wealth had been his misfortune but not 
his fault, as there was no method in the 
catalogue of ways and means by which he 
had not tried to encreafe it : from eighteen 
to thirty-five he had been making hin>felf 
ufeful, and if we may be allowed the ex- 
preflion creeping into the fide ppckct of 
every man in power, to whom he could 
get himfelf or his talents recommended, 
but both had been unrewarded, if not en- 
tirely 
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tirely neglefted, till chance threw him in 
the way of Mr, Palmerfton, to whom on 
a certain occafion, where great abilities 
were ncceflary, he made himfelf fo very 
ferviceable, that he not only gratified his 
avarice but his ambition> by procuring 
him a title 5 and what were his fentiments 
of him to the lateft time of his life, is 
beft teftified by the truft repofed in him, 
and the largnefs of his bequeft. 

Lady White having little capacity of her 
own, fuppofed her hulband had much more 
than was really his due, the artof accommo^ 
dation excepted, Ihe honored him accord- 
ingly,and was rather troublefome in her fre- 
quent appeals to his judgment for the moft 
trivial of her words and aftions, which at all 
times confifted of the moil trivial com- 
pofition, the whole ftock of her accom- 
plilhmehts being confined to a tolerable 
knowledge in carving, an intolerable fhare 
of exadlnefs in the adornments of her 
^erfon, fome civility, much formality, 
3 many 
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many courtefys, and fuperabundant apo- 
logies for all poflible occafions. From the 
hour Mifs Palmerfton was committed to 
her care, fhe thought it her duty to form 
the manners of her ward after her own 
model, and her Ladylhip's application was 
fo fuccefsful, that, even when but three 
years old, Ihe had the pleafurc to fee her 
infant charge the very epitome of herfel^ 
another little Lady White in miniature. 

When Sir Arthur and the other guar- 
dian, Mr. Anthony Pearce, figned the 
contract of their ward^s marriage with the 
Duke of Angrave's fon, a view to theif* 
own ifitereft had not been intirely neglec- 
ted ; we do not fay it was a bargain and 
fale bufinefs, but his Grace was ever after 
fpoken of by thefe two gendemen as 
poffefling a charafter ftrongly marked by 
occafional traits of generofity ancT libe- 
rality. From the time Mils Palmerfton 
was made acquainted with the engagement 

vot. Ill* H they 
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they had formed for her, and the many 
advantages of fo great an alliance fervendy 
reprefented, fhe began to turn her eyes 
towards the Marquis with that fort of 
preference which is intirely abftradted from 
fenfibility, but may be arranged under the 
article of prudence; to call it ambition 
would be a mifapplication j that is a fen- 
timent which will never thrive in the cold 
regions of a foul like Lady White's, and 
what fhe was unacquainted witli herfelf^ 
Ihe could not be expefted to teach her 
ward. If nature ever made one ftruggle 
for the niaftery of her own paflions in the 
icy bofom of her young hand-maiden, it 
was on the Marquis's constrained vifit of 
leave before his departure for the Conti- 
nent; but the fpark of animation was fo 
languid, that it did not furvive his pre- 
fence, and was never again rekindled. 

The reports of his conduft, whilft 
abroad, were not admitted within the 

walls 



d by Google 



O£LB0R0ireH FAMILY, I47 

walls of Mitfort Abbey, where his name 
was always pronounced with relpeft, and 
followed up by the moft flattering enco- 
miums on the dignity of his charafter ; 
but this was a needlefs refinement, for 
had fhe heard all the evil that he wifhed 
her to hear, fhe would have met it with 
the fame indifference fhe had done many 
perfonal flights from his Lordfhip, The 
Marquis, fhe would have faid, mufl be my 
hufband j it is my duty to think well of 
him, and then, like patience on a monu- 
ment, fhe would have done exaftly what 
fhe now did, have compofedly fat down 
to attend his pleafure, when ever it fhould 
fuit hb convenience to ratify their union. 

The day on which the Marquis with- 
drew himfelf was marked for being par- 
ticularly unfortunate to his Grace of 
Angrave, as on that day he had prefented 
to his elefted daughter a bridal prefent of 
jewels, which, befides thofc worn by his 
Ha late 
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late Duc^efs, had, by additions made to 
them, colt the enormous fum of fix thou- 
fand pounds ! 

Never was gift more gracioufly re- 
ceived, or more readily conferred i it was 
iurely the gift of afFeftion, as flie could 
have no claim on his benevolence, it 
being explained to his Grace by the guar- 
dians, that, during her minority, there had 
been a faving of two hundred thoufand 
pounds, and if the fruit was fo lufcious, the 
tree muft be good that had produced it, 
this nobk perfonage, who had been verj^ 
long confined in a rheumatic gout, by 
which he was much enfeebled, with his 
own trembling hands fattened on a coflily 
necklace, at which was fufpended, by a 
fmall chain of brilliants, a beautiful mini- 
ature of the Marquis. He afterwards 
faluted the paflive Lady, and hoped ftie 
would have no objcftion to complete the 
happinefs of his fon, and confer on him- 
6 felf 
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felf the honour of ranking her amongft the 
moft eftimable treafures of his family on 
that day fortnight. 

A very low courtefy might have fignified 
her acquiefcence j but that tacit affent 
was mightily ftrengthencd by her faying, 
** Whenever your Grace and my Lord 
Marquis pleafes.*' His Grace was en- 
chanted. Sir Arthur's fallow compleftion 
brightened with approbation, and his dark 
penetrating eyes Ipoke the cunning langu- 
age of felf-intereft, whilft Lady White, 
covered with the confufion of her ward's 
importance, .made a thoufand fine Ipeeches 
to the Duke, and a tKoufand congratula- 
tory ones to the young Lady^ 

His Grace was fo much importuned not 
to go from Mitfort Abbey that night, as 
made it impoflible for him to return to 
town till the next day, without hazarding 
an imputation on that complacency of 
H 3 humour. 
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humour, which, he diought, nothing in the 
world could now happen to difturb. 

It was four o'clock in the afternoon 
when the Duke arrived in town. His firft 
queftion was. How the Marquis did, and 
if he was alone ? The fervant to whom 
he fpoke was confounded, and ftuttercdout 
a reply, that his Lordfhip was not at honic; 
but Aat Lady Selina was in her drcffing- 
room. 

The Duke ordered his daughter to at- 
tend him, but before fhe could get herfelf 
in readinefs to obey his commands, he had 
gone into his library, not at all difpleafed 
at hearing that his fon was well enough to 
go abroad, as ftie day fixed for his mar- 
riage was at no great diftance, and tjie 
plea of ill health would not be again 
brought forward to remove it further ofi^ 
the ftep he had taken having fully an- 
nounced his recovery. 

Several 
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Several letters, were lying on the table; his 
Grace took up one of them, and broke the 
fcalj It was from Dr. Pladlow, and conveyed 
to his tf anfported patron an account of his 
daughter's being married to Mr. Afhford. 
Nothing but the Marquis's marriage with 
Mifs Palmerfton could have occafioned 
the Duke to feel a more lively joy than 
this intelligence, which removed a bar to 
his fon's eftablifhment, that, notwithftand- 
ing the Doftor's honour, and the Lady's 
indifference, he had never ceafcd to dread, 
as aa impending deftrudtion to his grand 
defign. He had not quite finifhed, but was 
fmiling over the contents of tWs wclcom« 
letter when Lady Selina made her appear- 
ance, and her firft words were : *^ Oh I 
dear papa, I am fo glad you are come 
home J but where is George ?" 

His Grace looked very much to the 

purpofe of his own contemplations, and 

laid, fignificantly, " No matter, child, 

H 4 where 
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where he is now, by thi^ day fortnight we 
Ihall put fetters to his freedom. I fent 
for you to tell you that the time is fixed> 
and in thirteen days more you will falute 
your new filler, the Marchioncis of Green* 
dale." 

My ftars ! replied her Ladyftiip, how 
delightful ! But did you leave George be* 
hind you, papa, at Mitfort Abbey ? 

I wiflb, faid the Puke, you would learn 
to confider before you afk queftions. How 
co.uld I leftve him behind me, when I (fid 
not take him with me ? 

Yes ; but I fuppofed he followed your 
Grac^ when he went from hence^ 

I believe not, child, for he did not pafs 
me on the road ; befide, that would have 
been a proof of obedience, which his former 

conduft 
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conduft has given me no reafon to ex- 
pert. 

Lord, how odd ! replied Lady Selins^, 
as if fhe had really been quite as much 
furprifed as flie pretended to be : I wonder 
what he can have done with himfelf. 

What all the other young men about 
town do with themfelves, carelefsly return- 
ed the Duke, fauntering up and down Su 
James's Street, or riding in Hyde Park, 

And fo I fhould have thought too ; but 
you know, papa, George went away yefter- 
day in the afternoon^ 

I know it ! replied the Duke, ftarting, 
and turning pale. How the devil fhould 
I know it ! Why was I not told of this 
before ? 

H 5 Becaufe 
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Becaufc I thought he muft be gone to 
you, papa, and, as he had been hitherto fo 
undutiful, nothing coidd be more natural 
than for me to fuppofe that he was fbrry 
for riie flights he had ftiewn to Mifs Pal- 
merfton, and was fet out to make his 
peace with your Grace and the Lady. 

Selina, you argue like a dutiful, rational 
child i but this rafcally brother of your*s is 
my perpetual torment. Gone ever fmce 
yefterday, and not come back yet ! Has 
he fent no meffage neither I 

No, indeed, papa, we have heard no- 
thing of him fmce he went away, and I 
cannot think what is become of him. I 
hope he has not met with another misfor- 
tune from a fall or a gun. 

Have done, faid the Duke, ai^rily ; 
you know thefe fubjefts put me in mind 
of his rebellious inclinations : I am willing 

to 



A 
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to forget them, and to believe all will yet 
be well. Perhaps he found the air neceC* 
fary after his long confinement, and is 
gone to Ipend a night or two at fome of 
his friends houfes in the country. 

The moft likely thing in the world; 
well, it is very odd this idea did not occur 
to me, as well as to your Grace. O L*— d ! 
that certainly muft be the cafe, fo if you 
pleafe, papa, I will juft ftep up ftairs ancj 
finifh my drefs, as I have promifed to call 
on Lady Margaret, and a few other of 
my friends, before dinner, fo good bye papa, 
I fliall fee you about ten, as I mean to come 
home again, before I go out for the whole 
evening; faying this, fhe difappeared as 
fiiddenly as a ftar fhoots, fearful that her 
progrefs might be Hopped by a counter- 
mand from her father; but he had no in- 
tention to detain her, for chancing to call 
his eyes over the letters he had not yet 
examined, he faw one amongft thpm, di- 
H fr vc&td 
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refted in his fon's hand, which he had 
eagerly feized on, and was breaking riie 
feal, when fhe retired 5 perhaps it yielded 
more eafily to his Grace's jjreflure, from 
having before fubmitted tX) a fimilar opera- 
tion, under the delicate fingers of her 
(kilful Ladylhip, 

To lay what were the Duke's internal 
feelings, or in what words he vented his 
rage and dilappointment, at finding his 
fon's determined refolution> never to be 
the hufband of Mifs Palmerfton ; and that 
he had chofen baaifliment, rather than to 
fulfil his engagement,' would be a tafk 
greatly beyond oui^ undertaking, having a 
more tolerable taient for defcribing the 
gentle, than the turbulent paflions of hu* 
man nature. 

We feall pafs o^er his Grace'is diftor- 
tions, wreathings, curfings, and exclama* 
wm$x ^ favoiu: of that calm ferenity^ 

which. 
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which foon fucceeded to a ftorm, which 
feemed to threaten univerfal devaft'ation j 
for be it known, that the ftorms of paflion 
in the breaft of an angry man, are hke 
thofe in the natural world, they make a 
noife, racket and confufion, but are foon 
over. Befides this philofophical caufe, 
there were many other reafons why the 
Duke of Angrave's rage fliould foon be 
appeafed j a few only of the number will 
be ncceffary to our purpofe, fuch . as, that 
it was impoflible for the Marquis to con- 
ceal himfelf in any foreign country, where 
his agents and bankers could not imme- 
diately trace him out j he would then go 
in perfon to bring him back, and never 
lofe fight of him, 'till he had fcen the mar- 
riage complcat^d. . Another very com- 
pofing confideration was, that he had noth- 
ing to fear from his former romantic paf- 
fion, Mifs Pladlow being otherwife dif- 
pofed off; but the moft comfortable re- 
flexion of all, ^rung from the conviftion 

which 
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which experience had taught him, how 
much, and how long he might rely on the 
unwearied patience of his future daughter, 
and the unreproving complacency of her 
guardians. 

His Grace's mind being now in a ftate 
of convalefcence, he again fent for Lady 
Selina, and in conftquence of the plan he 
had formed, he acquainted her, with a iini- 
ling countenance, that flie might fet her 
heart at reft about her brother, for that he 
had juft been reading a very dutiful letter, 
which he had found amongft many others, 
on his table, to let him know he meant 
only to pafs a few of the cold months in 
Italy, or the fouth of France, for the more 
perfcft recovery of his conftitution, and 
fliould return early in the fpring to ratify 
his engagement with Mifs Palmerfton. 

Her pretty Ladyfhip, who was far lefe 
remarkable for the fmcerity o( her heart, 

than 
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than for the great command flie had at all 
times over her countenance, checked a moft 
violent propenfity to mirth, and though fhc 
could have almoft expired with laughing, 
at the mutual fcene of duplicity that had * 
been carried on between her and her fe- 
ther, not a mufcle of her fteady fece was 
difcompofed, and flie replied with a nai- 
vette that never deftrted her, when fhc 
thought an appearance of fimplicity advan- 
tageous to her perfon or her purpofe 5 that 
ihe was happy beyond , expreffion, that 
George was likely to be a good boy at 
laft, and hoped his Grace would ndt be 
angry with him, as he left them only to 
get himfelf well, adding, fhe dare fay, he 
would be a very afFeftionate huft>and when 
he came back agaun, and that he would lik^ 
Mifs Palmerfton vaftly. 

True, true, replied the Duke, in a hur- 
rying tone of voice, you fay right, Selina, 
yes, yes, George will be a good boy at laft, 

he 



d by Google 



l6o DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 

he fliall be a good boy; but you muft 
write child to the young Lady, and plead 
your brother's caufe j ihe may be a little 
mortified, you muft not let her be offend- 
ed i you will know what to lay ; don't be 
Iparing of his love ; he fhall one day or 
other make good your promifes 5 it will 
not be amifs if you congratulate her on the 
prudent plan he has adopted, and hint your 
fufpicions, that had he ftayed longer in this 
cold climate, his conftitution would have 
funk under its feverity j go, go, and do as 
I bid you my dear. 

Will to-morrow dq papa ? for I am en.- 
gaged every minute to day ; but indeed, 
and indeed, if your Grace will excufe me 
*till the morning, I will write all that you 
command me, and a great deal more than 
I have time to think of at prefent. 

The Duke, who on all accafions but one> 
was the moft docil father in the world, par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly to the female part of his family, 
by whom he had fufFered himfelf to be go- 
verned, fince the death of his Duchefsy 
affented to the propofal, and his gay daugh- 
ter, who was already on the wing> imme-* 
diately took flight 

Being left entirely alonci his Grace 
threw himfelf back in his eafy chair, and 
for (otnt moments clofcd his ^ycs, and feU 
into a train of meditation, not on things 
above, but on things below; amongft 
which, the valuabk jewels h^ had left be- 
hind him at Mitfort Abbey, were n6t for- 
gotten i he had given them abfolutely and 
unconditionally i his fon might die, or he^ 
might continue refraftory, or he might 
never be prevailed upon to' return ; what then 
would, become of the necklace, the chain, 
the ear-rings, the flowers, the pins, and the 
bracelets ; he could not make a legal de- 
mand of them, and judging by the goldea. 

rule 



d by Google 



l62 D2LB0ROUGH FAMltV. 

rule of doing as you would be done by/ a 
voluntary rcftitution of them was not to be 
cxpefted 5 to divide foul and body, was^ 
not fo terrible a confideration to the Duke, 
as to divide his Grace from any part of His 
property ; and to avoid the prefent defpe- 
ratc misfortune by which he was threaten- 
ed, he determined to do as much, or m^re 
than ever man had done before -, what that 
refolution was, will appear in due time ; 
it was dcfperate, it was the dernier refort, 
the forlorn hope of all his expectations, and 
every other expedient muft be tried, be- 
fore he could aA with To much intripida- 
tion, as the plan he meditated would re- 
quire to carry into execution ; fo leaving 
bis Grace writing to the guardians of Miis 
Palmerfton, with the fame fort of lan- 
guage and apologies in which he had com- 
manded his daughter to addrefs Mifs Pal- 
merfton herfejf, and taking every other 
ftep to difcover, as quiedy as poffible, to 

what 
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what part of the continent the Marquis had 
withdrawn himfclf, we fhall proceed to 
Ipcak of the other honorable perfonages 
who have already been brought forward 
en our hiftorical theatre. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 



MRS. Edwin, after fhc had joined 
Mifs Fairfax at her filler Dormcr's> 
was for fcveral weeks prevented fi-om 
proceeding to London by a fcvere fever, 
the confcquence of the agitating fcenes fhe 
had pafled through in the laft few days of 
her remaining at Edwin Place, and, pro- 
bably, the diforder was augmented by the 
force of fpirits fhe had exerted to conceal 
from her friends the fhock her fufcepti- 
ble heart experienced, on being obliged 
to relinquilh the hopes (he had formed of 

renewing 
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renewing that attachment, wluch commen-» 
cing in infanc^y, had ^^ Grown with her 
growth, and ftrengthened with her ftrcngth." 

Eraely would have renotinced every 
cxpeftation in life, rather than leave her 
beloved proteftrefs to languilh on th? bed 
officknefs without herperfonal attendance. 
It was poflible that (he might incur her 
aunt's difplealure by flaying in the coun- 
try i but it was certain ihe muft fall under 
felf-condemnation if> for any interefted 
confideration, (he neglcfted the tender 
ofEces of gratitude and afFeftion. 

Her brother, in every refpeft, one of 
the moft falhionable men of the prefent 
age, we have reafon to think, did not for- 
feit his pretenfions to the charafter, by 
adopting fentiments in this cafe exaftly 
fxmilar to thofc of his fiften He • not 

only 
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only confented to, but alfo highly approved 
of the facrifice fhe made to friendftiip, and 
added, to the faniStion of his own appro- 
bation, that of Lady Dorothy Petting, 
-whofe affeftion for her nephew made her 
almoft forget that he had a fifter, or that 
fhe had any other relation than himfelf. 

In the courfe of fix weeks Mrs. Edwin 
was enough nxovered from her indilpofi- 
tion to undertake the journey, and a 
houfc, in Grafton Street, being ready for 
her reception, fhe wrote to Colonel Fair- 
fax, and fixed the day on which he might 
expeft them in town. 

With this agreeable intelligence he flew 
to Grofvenor Square, where he had the 
mortification of meeting Lady Charlotte 
Ogle, who, of all his aunt's vifitors, had 
the fmallefl portion of his favour ; nor 
had her Ladyfhip been more liberal to- 
wards himfelf, fo that the balance of favour 
4 was 



d by Google 



DELBOROUGH FAMILY. iCf 

was pretty equal between them. The 
cafe might have been widely difFercnt, had 
the Coloners mafk of politenefs, which 
good manners made him put on in her 
prefence, been compofed of thicker ma- 
terials, or had her eyes been lefs cunningly 
penetrating to have feen through it, no 
woman of her defcription ever looked 
twice on ColoneJ Fairfax without wilhing 
to retain him in her fuit of captives, and 
Lady Charlotte had not difcredited diis 
general aflertion. She had admired, 
praifed, flattered, and followed him y but 
finding no hopes that her endeavours 
would be fuccefsful, and at all times unwil- 
ling to make the moft trifling facrifice of her 
intereft to her pleafurcs, ihe now formed no 
other defign againft him, than thatof under- 
mining both him and his fifl:er in the afl^efti- 
ons of their aunt, whofe beneficial attachment 
to herfelf, fhe had good reafon to believe, 
would be impaired by her fondnefs.for the 
children of her deceafed brother ; and to 
accomplifli this plan, fhe was determined 

no 



d by Google 



l68 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 

no expedient ihould be left untried, if the 
felfifhnefs of her dilpofition had wanted the 
fupport of auxiliary motives, her vanity 
and hfcr envy; would have furniftied theni. 

She had heard Mifs Fairfax was hand*, 
fonae, and that, in her cftimation, was a 
crime, for which fhe ought to be banifhed 
from the circles, of fafhion, and that it 
would be impoffible to do, if fhe was re- 
ceived under the roof of Lady Dorothy 
Petting, where fhe would unavoidably be 
treated with a fort of diftinftion, to which, 
- in faft, fhe had no pretenfions, by all who 
wifhed to continue well with her Ladyfhip, 
whereas, if flie could contrive to gain her 
but a coldilhkind of reception in Grofvenor 
Square, and fo manage her matters as to 
bring it about that fhe fhould refide with 
Mrs. Edwin, inflead of Lady Dorothy, fhe 
fairly drew this conclulion from fuch a ma- 
noeuvre, that as Mrs. Edwin was a good 
fort of a woman, which is to fay, that 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Edwin was not at the very top of 
iaihion, fhe would vifit and be vifited by 
good fort of people only, an^ of courfe be 
entirely excluded from the very firft circles 
of aU, 

This ingenious Lady had been fitting 
and dilcourfing with her Dov/gger friend 
moretlian an hour, when they were joined by 
Colonel Fairfax, who, with a look of ex- 
q-uifitc pleafure, prefcnted to his aunt tjje 
letter he had diat morning received from 
Mrs. Edwin, and told her he was come to 
befpeak a (hare in her heart for his be- 
lov'd Emely> who fhe would find by that 
letter v^^ould fo^n be at her Ladyfliip's feet 
to claim it in perfon. 

Lady Charlotte rofe to take her leave ; 
the Colonel begged he might not be the 
means of driving her away. Pray k^c mc 
go, file replied; I am but an intruder. 
You want to talk over domelUc matters, 
' VOL, III. I and 
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and I never meddle in fan?i)y affairs. la 
the ftruggle between going and: ftaying,. 
Ihe happened to tread on the toe of a litde 
dog, which, with two others, (he had the 
moment before gently removed fronj; hex 
lap. The offended creature yell'd out its 
complaints fo pathetically,^ that l^dy Db- 
rothy, who was beginning to read Mrs., 
Edwin's letter, threw it out of her hand,, 
exclaiming, in a tone of terror ^; re- 
proach, " For God's fake ! what have you 
done ?" 

Lady Charlotte was re-ffeated — ^had taken, 
up the injured favourite— was aflcing. ks, 
pardon, and beftowing oa it ai thoufand. 
tender careffes. I never could have imagined>. 
continued her Ladyfhip, that you, of all 
people in the world> would have been fo ex- 
tremely carelefs i indeed, Lady ChariQttr, 
it was monftroufly cruel, when you know 
too that the poor dear little cre*ature is with 
child ! This laft fpeech was more than her 

nephew 
6 
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nepbew.CQidd'ftandi .bat takmg tbc.<^- 
goitunity' their, CQnfijJSon aSbrdqdihim, he: 
rulhed out 6( the room, indulgj^rd the effu- 
fions ,of his hunioxir in a kygh that was; 
almoftj^jfonvtrlfive, and ag^in ftriviag to- 
^djiift:liis features, jind give th^smj a degree 
of ferioufncfs,:, he returned to the Ladies, 
who he happily found in a ftate of pacifi- 
catipai and the pregaant darling, fnoring 
away, as jlf np misfortune had befallen 
her. ; 

. This Mrs^ Edwil», laid Lady Dorothy, 
haying read and returned the letter, feems 
to fpeak of your fnler>CharteSx whh) a great 
deal of confideration, and her friendlhip 
may^ be of mighty ^dv^tage to her fiattjrc 
fortune, if (he manages properly. 



.The Colonel was gpifflgtomakc fome 

teply,; when J^dy Cliarlott^, who . wasr 

' grobably afi;aid> that Lady Dorothy's; con^ 

yer&tion. . might be amJogous to. what had 

I 2 paffed 
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pafltrd In their teteSi tete^ and, perhaps, be 
rincftured by the advice, of which that 
morning' fhe had been particularly liberal, 
made a fecond motion of retiring, which 
meeting with no further obftruftion, the 
aunt and nephew were left to thertifclves,: 
when her Ladyfhip proceeded, 

I fay, my dear, it is a very fortunate cir- 
cumftance that Emely has made herfelf 
fo neceffary to the happinefs of this good 
woman, as I really find to be the cafe by 
the letter you have ihewn me, Ihe even 
fays fhe cannot rcfign her to me without 
reludlancej and 

I beg your pardon, my dear Madam, 
replied the Colonel^ interrupting her with- 
fome avidity j but I fear you have intirely 
mifapprehended the meaning of Mrs. Ed- 
win's exprefTions in my lifter's favour; the 
affeftion with which fhe honours her has 
nothing of weaknefs in its compofition, 

fhe 
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(he defires, ^nd is intitled to a fccond place 
in her heart -, but her claims do not inter- 
fere with that relpcft, gratitude, and affec- 
tion, which, a fenfc of her own duty, and 
your Ladyfliip*s intended goodnefs, de- 
mand from her, and Mrs. Edwin^ will 
herlelf, next to the grateful Ion arid daugh- 
ter of your adoption, be the moft gratified 
of human beings, in refigning Emily to 
your materaal proteftion. 

This may be all true, and you have 
acqifltted yourfelf very handfomely on the 

• occafion i but you muft know, Charles> I 
am ftill of opinion, that it will be more 
for the advantage of my niece to be with 
Mrs, Edwin io town leather than with the. 

-We had been ulkipg of this matter before 
you cjfme in, and Lady Charlotte Ogle, 
who is die moft fenfible woma^ in the 
world, tliinks I am perfeftly in the right. 

1 3 May 
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May I be permitted to know your 
Ladylhip's f eafons for this fudden change 
of meafures, afked the Colonel, adding, in 
a nefentful tone, your t)wn judgnnent will 
-be decifive with me i the ftamp of Lady 
Charlotte's approbatran, I rauft confels, 
^ould add noticing to its i5efpe6tability, 

N*ow, xrhild, I fee you are angry, and 
with poor Lady Charlotte j feut, indeecj, 
you are wrong : I muft not fufFer you to 
Tcniain mruicr fuch an error. The only 
qgueat objedioa ihe made to my lf!ece% 
llivb^ TOth me was the largenefs of my 
famSy, and .the number -of voc^m^ they were 
flc&fliged ^ occupy, which, you know, is 
4i]tttfue $ 1:>efides there was a chance, as 
tlte viety righdy obferv^, that Mifs Fair- 
(fax ar^ my little folks might Bot agree, 
ami in diat cafe we fhouW Imvc nothing 
but ^mily diSentions ^11 day long, and 
then, if I am appealed to, I may not be 
quite impartial j for I never could forgive 

a 
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a premeditated flight to any of thofe dear 
creatures, cafting a look of gratitude round, 
above and below her, to whoife endeavours 
of diverting mc I am indebted for the 
Siappieft hours of ruy life. 

Cdonel Fairfax was attacked at the fanae 

TOomeilt with thre« forts of inclination, one 

to lau^ at his aunt's foHy, one to ctrrfe 

Lady Charlotte's oftcioufnfefs, and one to 

iall oiat witli his bre«id and butter ; yet, as 

weitJtei-of tJicfe W^re to be ifldulged but 

vx the cxpence of his filler's ^nd hijs ow« 

expeftation^, he fiibitiitted to the check 

of prudence, and only replied, that he 

lioped, when h^ hdA the honour to present 

ivis fd^t to her Ladyfliip, the humanity 

t)f her heart, ahd thie gentlenefs of her 

manners, would foon remove any prejudice 

that was not rooted in averfion, or that 

did not Ipring from malice^ 

I4 ' Lady 
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Lady Dorothy dreaded to offend her 
nephew, whom ihc loved almoft equal to 
any of her little folks, and reading in his 
countenance more than was exprefied in 
his words, Ihe to.ok his hand in her's, and 
afiured hinn^ Em^y, for his fake alone> 
fliould ever Ihare with him in hcrafFedions, 
and, notwithftanding Ihe thought it fo 
much better on many accounts, that Ihc 
fliould continue with Mrs. Edwin> rather 
than live entiiely with herfelf, yet k 
would be only a nominal feparation, as 
fhe fliould expect to fee her in Grolvenor 
Square every day, and all the day long. 

The Colonel, by this time, had coolly 
confidered what an advantage fuch an ar- 
rangement would be of, to the heart, the 
health, and even the morals of his After, 
as well as the fatisfaftion it would mutual- 
ly afford her, and the kind proteftor of her 
youth, not to be feparated from each odicr 
on her firfl: dangerous launch into the 

great 
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great world; he was therefore not only 
contented, but even delighted, with the 
very propofal, which had at firft ftnick his 
apprehenfive tendernefs with a pang not 
merely of difappointment> but ibre morti- 
fication, and he now thanked his aunt, with 
a warmth and gracefulnefs that could leave 
her no room to doubt of his fincerity. 

How comes it Charles, faid her Lady- 
ihip, with abundant good humour, that 
you charm me more and more every time 
I fee you ? I promife you to take care of 
Emely, I will give her five thoufand 
pounds, and if (he is half fo hand(bme as. 
you are, I will get her a good hufband i 
but the very high views I liave entertained 
for your cftablLQiment, wHl put it out of 
my power to do more for her ; pray child> 
is Mrs. Edwin a mighty old woman I 

By no means. Madam, I believe fhe Ts 

fcme years younger than Lady Charlotte 

I 5 Ogle^ 
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Ogfe, and is ftill very charming, infinkdy 
fuperior to any young Lady I Jiave fcen 
fmce I came to London. 

Ah> yow forget Lady Selinal but wc 
will talk more of her by and bye ; in the 
mean time, as I think myfelf much obliged,, 
on my niece's account, to this Mrs. Ed- 
win, and as you fay Ihe is ftill well looked, 
I fhould be pleafed to find her out a pro- 
per alliance, that is, if ftie intends to fet 
out on a fecond venture, otherwife I would 
on no account perliiade her to adopt fuch 
a meafure, as it may be of dMTervice to 
Emely ; but if fhe is inclined that way, ^tis 
in vain to contend with a widow, fo deter- 
mined,, and I Ihould be gbd, in that 
eafe, to Ihew that I am not infenfible of 
her kindnefs to my family, by giving her 
my advice and affiftancc ; and as fhe is of 
a refpeftable houle, ftill handfbme, you fay, 
and well jointer'd, I dare lay I Ihall be able 
to ferve her. 

Sugpofe> 
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Suppofe, faid the Colond, with a Very 
gravt countenance, your Ladylfeip was to 
turn away from thofe fplendid prqfpedts, 
you do me the honor to fay you have in 
view for my eftablifliment, and propoft me 
1:0 Mrs. Edwin i the work is half com*^ 
pkaccd already^ for we have loved almolt 
a3 long as we have known each other* 

God forbid ! Why WfU you try my pa- 
-tiencej nephew ? am I never to make you 
^derftahd>^ that ^ an ill-timed jeft always 
difpleafes me ? whilft you live, name it 
not again; that there is even a pofBbility 
of Earl Delboroiigh's nephew, and the 
idedared heir of Lady Dorothy Petting,, 
coiUicSing himfelf with the widow, or the 
daughter of a country Squir£. Her Lady- 
ihip concluded this^foierftn adjuration, by 
an ereftion of the head, a feVerity of fea-- 
tures, and a doubtful filence ; but all thofe 
fymptcyi-ns of diipl€^fure> fltd before dheir 
military opponent^who veryfoondiilodged 
I 6 thcttk 
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them by his conciliating forces of plea- 
fantry, and well-timed acknowledgments. 

The Colonel having reftored himfelf to 
the good graces of Lady Dorothy, flie alk- 
ed him if he had never feizcd on any of 
thofe favourable opportunities, which the 
evident partiality of Lady Selina Dan^ 
afforded him, to forward his pretenfions ; 
Though the meaning of this queftion was 
fully obvious, he chofe to look furprifed^ 
and as if he had not underftood it : pifh-1 
iaid (he, how childilh this is ^ I do not alk 
if you have made propolals to* her, becaufc 
that could; not be done,, without my aflift* 
ance, but in the two months yoiLhavr 
known ber„ and been conftant;ly in the fame 
parties, with her, I fuppofe you muft have 
fpoken to' her,, you muft have feid fome*^ 
thing to the purpofe^ 

Faith, very little Madam, replied he; 
there arc fo few, and fuch fliort vacancies 

in 
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in her Ladylliip's converfatlon, that I have 
found no opportunities in which I could 
taHc nonfenfe of any kind ; Lady Selina's 
happy fluency of expreffion, like the ocean, 
having an exclufive right over all other 
lefler bodies of water, to run backwards 
and forwards, and to make itfelf heard in 
all quarters. The laft word was but haif 
pronounced, when Lady Selina prefented 
herfelf before them in propria perjona^ 

I am come, faid flie, for one momenv 
to tell you the ftrangeft news you have 
heard this feven years; I am fo fortunate 
in finding your Ladyftiip not gone out, 
and ^<^ delighted to meet Coloi^el Fairfax 
with you -y now you muft both guefs what 
I have to tell you> it is about a wedding, 
but I will give you a hundred years to 
find out who a^r e the parties. 

The Colonel replied, that provided na 
accidtnt happened to prevent him, he 

wouldt 
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iwould accept the challenge, and do him- 
felf the honor to wait on hci; Ladyfliip a 
.hundred years hence from that day^ and 
.declare who heiuppoftd to be the haj^jr 
couple- 

liady Dorcfthy took what ihe thought 
tfce charitfiftttg occafidn, of dropping a hint 
in d?e wayof bufin^efe; fiie figh'd> yn(hc& 
it had been a union between two of the 
deareft friends Ihe had in the world, and 
lK5ped it would not be a huftdfed ^eeks,, 
i)efore fhe faw this fkvoufit^ wilh of het 
•heart accompliflied. Lady Seiina, not be^ 
ing in reality fo dull as the Coloi^l, from 
choice, would fnake hinrfelf appear to be>. 
/erit a fmile iJde-Ways to die aunt, which 
glanced by the nephew, and if he had exa- 
itiined the meffenger, he would have learnt 
nothing from the intelligence it conveycdj, 
that was not to his own advantage. 
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; l/--d. Colonial FaiffeK* yoo ^e ctr tsdfv- 
ly the fla=ip}d€ft t>f all animals, cry'd flie, 
in a pecvHh voice, and wi^ a difcdntef^ 
ed countenance, l^hich ataaoft feid ^ I iiitfc 
you, for not loving me," fo you would take 
a hundred years to find*out a fecrct, which 
you might have only for afldfig. Now it 
it was not for the fake of ftiy dear X^dy 
Dorothy, who I know muft be dying with 
<airiofity, I wouW keep it m ttiyfeif 'till 
you repented of your indifference. 

Believe hitti not, f^d rfie Jndaffrious 
Dowager, indifferehce has no part lA hrs 
charafteri I wifli, my charming young 
friend, you knew his heart as well as I 
do, but thefe are fubjefts. ■". ■' » 

Stop, for heaven's feke. Madam, inter- 
rupted the terrified Colonel, who was con- 
fiifed beyond meafure, at his aunt's indirect 
advances, and his own awkward iitnation, 
wUl you not perjnit Lady SeliAa? pta'y 

dear 
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dear Lady Selina be fo good ; well then, I 
will guels, is it? — is it? — now the deuce 
take me if I can think of any two^ names 
in the whole calender of my acquaintance. 

You give irup then, faid her delighted 
Ladyfhip, who enjoyed his incoherence^ 
and placed it to her own account.. 

Undoubtedly, and with,allmy heart, was 
the reply. 

Now what will you boih fay, when I tell 
you, upon my honor, that indolent, affeft- 
ed, fpeaking figure, Lady^Augufta Drawl, 
has this very day proclaimed herfelf not a 
bride, but a downright wife. 

My God! exclaimed Lady Dorothy,, 
married, and I not know it ! 

L-r-d ! fhe has been married more than 
fix months, fo they fays but the poor 

dear 
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dear was afraid to difcover that flic had 
ftolcn a hufband, 'till there was a fort of 
neceflity for confefling the theft ; but then 
the happy Romeo of thislanguilhing Juliet, 
who do you fuppofc him to be ? why no 
other than your Ladyfliip's old favourite^ 
Parfbn Fotherton. 

This is almoft incredible, and requires 
no lefs authority than your own, to make 
me believe it poflTible, that two people with 
whom I am fo intimate, ftiould put them- 
felves into fuch a fituation, without even 
confuking me, when they both know how 
happy it makes me, to give my advice on 
fuch critical occafions. This was Lady 
Dorothy's obfervation, with hands lifted 
up, and eyes extended beyond their ufual 
dimenfions j to which flie added, but my 
dear Lady Selina, you are very furc all 
this has really happened. 



If 
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If there is any tiuftake in the rq^refenta-*- 
tion, it is not I, but her Qwn mother muft 
be accountable for it, laid i^y Selinaj 
jftoc ten minutes ago, juft^s I was coming 
away from Mrs. Egmont'Sy a ^cat friend 
pf the cverlafl^ng Lafly. Watchit, vHu^ 
ihould come in but her ideaticaJ Lady(hip> 
brim full of weeping and wailing, for the 
amprudencc of her daughter, which, it 
feems, fliehad never found out *tilltheik 
J few fomethingw^.thfe .tn|Ltter> wttmed 
-tomyJJeat, and jijft ftayid long cflw^gh 
atfeerwards, to <he^ iifee whole liiftofy-, h<M 
«f which I hav^ nb^elady focgottten. I <^f 
wmember, that I teft the^iflatisfied hia- 
tpon fretting herfelf to a ^dckthread, ^^ 
3ier beautiful, ricrh, wifey mi deBcAte Aii- 
igufla, -had thnown lierfetf away <ia k paltry 
parfwK 

As to that part of tlie ftory> faid Lady 
Dorothy, he is of noble birth, and I am 
.not fo much aftonifhed at any litde in- 
equality 
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^uiality there may beih tiie parties thfem^ 
feives, but tan riev=er recoweUe it to tn^ 

Anamination, why I ^as ncjt Gdnfulted. 

' ' ' >.■.'■'-■■> 

L— d, Mi'am, I told y6u before, that 
rrii^y confulted no ifarthly thin^, but tfceir 
own inclinations, and who caai fa^ they may 
^dt Fafl»into the felf-fanle error ; -flie looki- 
-cd inteHigchtly towards lihe Colopel. I'rfi 
^we I (hall not be t'he lirft to condemn 
them. Your Ladyfhip very gaod*-natured- 
ly obferved, his family is noble, and hav- 
ing hung fo long on the brambles, Ihc 
might have done much worfe ; his perfon 
too is handfome enough ; befides, he has 
not either the* appearance or manners of 
a parfon, and fince he has got himfelf 
crop'^d, I proteft he looks quite as much 
the man of fafhion, as if he had never 
meddled with the church in his whole life. 
I have heard Lord Hagglewell declare, he 
is as'good a pugilift as himfdlf; nay, he 
, talks t)f ufing his intereft with the minilter, 

to 
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to make him a bifhop 5 but now that 'he 
will be maftcr of Lady Augufta's large 
fortune, I hope he has more fpirit than 
ever to think of following his bufinels 
again i at leaft, fetting up for a Bifliop, 
•it would lay him under Ihocking rcftrainra, 
and what would become of a certain Lady's 
aflembly, for I am told that, befoie he is 
made a Bifhop, he muft fwarc to frequent 
no public amufements, or even play at cards 
en a Sunday. 



CHAP^ 
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CHAP, XXXIX. 

IT may be obferved, that after CoL Fair- 
fax had carried his point, of withdrawing 
the ladies* attention from one topic, and fix- 
ing them on another, he did not once inter- 
rupt their converfation, by either qucftion 
or comment i neither had Lady Augufta, or 
the Reverend Mr. Fotherton, any fhare in 
his thoughts, during a filence of at lead 
fifteen minutes ; he was all that time em* 
ployed in contemplating the very pretty 
face of Lady Selina, and regretting that the 
features of her mind were not equally 

feultlefs 
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faultlefs and engaging ; he wifhed to have 
bent his inclinations the way his aunt would 
have direfted thenn, but it was Lady Selina 
herfelf who prevented him from making 
the effort, " -- "~ ^ 

Nature had formed him too hand- 
fome for a faint, but Do6tor Harvey had 
taught him to be a Chriftian ,- and it muft 
be allowed, there is- mucfvlbufid-wifdom in 
the character of a Chriftian, at leaft our 
Colonel was jndel^ted to it for many o^thg 
wifeft i*ules, by which he'fteered hiscondlKS;} 
and thofe^^hich he moft invariably obfervedj 
were never to make a friend of that man, 
who by the daring mdependancq of his 
iftions, would feem to , proclaim himfelf 
his own creator ; or a wife of the woman, 
who can.fmilfe at a jeft on refigion, * and 
who does not feel herfelf inffilti^d, when fhe 
hears its duties Ipoken of contemptuoufly;^ 
or its myfteries made the^ubje<5l ofgay ridi- 
cule. Influenced ks ^le was By. fach oBfoIete 
maximij, Hady Selina! had certainly miilted 

her 



d by Google 



})€.i: aiiti,-. if ihft bti^fided; to captlyatr. liia> 
heart,, by- pointing tfa^ brilfancy of hen wit: 
againft the chiareh, the BUhops, and the. 
parfonSi 

The TeiDainiflg . . p^Ft ^f thi^ I nWi^ag; 
conveirfatiqni, chiefly conf|ii;6d of 'rao^fiOT 
anecdotes, in which the^ re^rfent chptimsht 
of two married ladies> onewith.a.youog: 
na^lit^rji p^efr, thp pjW yvidi the; foniof a; 
peer, mad^,the:priiM%>kfigpLibesy^i^ 
treated as matters of courfe, only that 
J*ja^ Si^llmcbHtvaii: ffle Ihoiild noic be 
afcle to vifit them when they came back, 
unlets theygpt rewnciled to their hulbands> 
apd w^rcr^eeeiyecfcat epuDt. 

When Lady) Horothy mentioned how 
^ery foon flic eaipefted her niece: Fair&c 
in town^ L^dy SeBna. tejQtified the mofb 
lively traqfports.of jpy^ andbeggiad thdyi 
might be exceedingly intimate, for there 
waA nothing fhe longed for fo much, as to 

convince 
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convince the world, how poflible it was 
for two girls to form the moft violent 
friendlhip for each other, that Ihould only end 
with their exiftence, and on which (he had 
held a thoufand arguments with a* thouland 
people. To tihis fine romantic flourilh CoL 
Fairfax bowed, fmiled, and faid.her Lady- 
Ihip did his lifter too much honour ; that 
fhe was a little Ruftic, whofe fentiments 
and manners, he feared, would not.be at 
all underftood in the beau monde. 

So miich the better, fhe replied, that 
will be novel and charming. She then 
began talking of her brother, wifhed he 
was returned frofti the Continent, hoped 
he would break off his affair with Mifs 
Palmerftori, and fall in love with her dear 
new friend, who, fhe was quite fure, would 
be her fifter, if Lord Greendale was allow- 
ed to follow his own inclinations. 

We 



d by Google 



DELBOROUCH FAMILY.- IpJ 

We Ihall conclude this chapter with 
obfcrving, that Lady Selina fpoke a little 
at random, when ftie talked of her bro- 
ther's return from the Continent -, for tho* 
many weeks were elapfed . fincc the Mar- 
quis had withdrawn himfelf from his family, 
and though the Duke's inquiries to find 
out the pl^ce of his retreat were diligent 
and unceafing, yet all his Grace's pains 
had been hitherto ineffectual -, and at this 
very time he had difpatched agents, in 
whofe fecrefy he confided, to purfue his 
fon through France, Germany, and Italy, 
till they fhould have obtained fome certain 
intelligence of his Lordfhip's motions^ 
Whatever were his Grace's feelings on the 
fubjeft, they were confined to himfelfi 
for to Mifs Palmerfton, her guardians, his 
own family, and the world in general, he 
was the moft contented father imaginable, 
and his fon the mofl conftant correfpond- 
ent. A foreign poft feldom arrived that 

VOL. III. K he 
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he did not give a fuccind account, ^ithcn 
tiiat the Marquis's health was better oi^ 
,worfe> to all inquiries. 



CHAP. 
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C H A TP, XU 

YOUR honour, plcafe God, will have 
fine weather for your rick this morn- 
ing, fxfs Thomas Parr, calling a look at 
the window as he flood behind his matter 
tying up his hain The Colonel's groom 
and horfcs were ^ready at the door ; it 
was juft as h^ was fettrng out to meet Mrs. 
Edwin and Mifs Fairfax, on the day they 
had appointed to be in town. 

It is a pune hard froft, continued Tho- 
mas and exercife will keep your honour 
K 2 warm -, 
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w^m; but I hope Madam Edwin and 
Mifs Emmy will take care and wrap them- 
felves up, or the fharp air will nip them 
fadly ', it is a long pull at this cold feafon, 
and, in my mind, one day in the country 
is worth a hundred here, 

- And what, pray, are your objedlions to 
London, aflced , his mafler, with a certain 
kindnefs of 'Voice,* wHich* his old fervant 
always underftood as a fignal to proceed 
in his ;difcourfe>4nd:of which indulgence 
he never failed to avail himfelf. - Have yoir 
met with any mifadyentures fince you came ^ 
hither, hoi^eft T]M)mas ? 

Nothing to fpeak of, replied Thomas ; 
but if your honour would know all> why, 
I muft fay, I dop't think the London fer- 
vants are a bit better than their mafters>. 
and miftreffes. I am fure, if all was fair 
and ai)ove board, I fliould not hav<e loft 



>< 
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R% girineas playing at the cards fince Ihavc 
belonged to their .meetings. 

' Ah ! Thomas, Thomas, faid the Colo- 
nel, where was thy wifdom ? 

• Why, as to that, Sir, I cannot accufe 
myfelf, and they will all fay the fame, if 
you pleafe to aflc them ; for I never was 
hauPd in to play at their whift, as they 
call it, without telling them of the heinous 
crime of gambling. I believe your honour 
knows I am no fool ; but they minded me 
no more than if I had been one of her 
Ladylhip's parrots. Wifdom is a jewel in 
the country i but in London, I will be 
bold to fay, it is not worth a brafs but- 
ton. 

If thefe are your fentiments, faid the 

Colonel, with much affumed gravity, per- 

haps, had I confulted you about my fifter't 

K 3 coming 
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coming to town, you would not have ad- 
vifcd me to bring her here at all. 

Thomas, whofc familiarity was bounded 
by refpeft, ftcp*d forward, ajid, makings 
profound bow, obferved, that had his 
honour condefcmded to do him that 
honour» he was pretty iure, and he did 
believe, that he fhould have fi^ified to 
kk honour tl^t the Ladies, God bleis 
them! had better flay where dicy were, 
like harmlefs lambs fri^dng in their own 
pafli2re> thw to break their pales, and 
venture into the devil's tcrritx>rieB, and, 
moft likely, be devoured by wolves, foxes, 
tygers, and all manner of enemies, and 
where they would fee nothing like them- 
ielves, if they were to live in London ai 
thoufand years. 

There is fbme judgment and much truth 
in thy obfervations, honeft Thomas, {^ii 
^ Colonel i butsCnc^ they have ventured 

fo 
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fo far on their road to make the experi- 
ment, haften to get me ready, that I may 
go and conduft them. Never dream of 
wolf, fox, or tyger. Am not I on duty, 
and except the guard fleeps, where is the 
avenue by which the enemy can enter to 
molelt us ? 

4 Ah ! and plcafe your honour, it is not 
about Madam Edwin that I am overti- 
meribme, bccaufc her Ladyfliip has got 
jcnough years upon her head to know 
what's what; but> Mifs Emmy, God 
bfcft her I I have not fcen in my mind one 
Lady in all London fitting to keep her 
company. The young Ladies in this town, 
to my thinking, are no more like her thart 
I am like the kmg of England. If your 
honour will give me le^ve, Til tell your 
honour what Mrs, Bridget Deacon, my La- 
dy's houfckecper, faid to me the other 
night, and what I faid to her in the way of 
argument. 

K 4 When 
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When Thomas requefted this favoinv 
he had his mafter's boots in his hand, and 
received hrs permiflion to make his talc 
juft as long as he might take in drawing 
them on ; but no longer, and whether 
by deJfign or accident, it was remarkable 
they did not go on with their ufual eafe, 
but were fitted and refitted at leait a dozen 
times; and even that would not have 
done, for the completion of Thomas's 
converfation with. Mrs, Bridget Deacon, had 
not the limited moments been eked out 
by the operation of hat brufliing, whichs 
on this one occafion, was not only per-r 
formed in prefence of the Colonel, but air 
moll in his teeth, Thomas being much 
of a certain member's opinion, who onc^ 
faid in the Houfe of Commons, " If we 
ipeak. to no purpofe^ to what purpofe do 
we fpeak ?" And furely a man, cannot 
fpeak to lefs purpofe than when he addreffes 
himfelf to another, who is not within -4 
hearing diftance. ; 

Thomas 



d by Google 



BEI^BOROUGH FAMILY. 201 

• 'Thomas began, continued, and ended, 
4iis rehearfal in the following words : 

Her Ladyfliip's domeftics, and pleafe 
your honour; always Call rne their fellow 
fervanti fo fays Mr. Vertien to me the 
laft time my Lady had company. Will 
you be fo good, fellow fervant, as to help 
us to hand about the refrelhments ? 

Pray do, faid Mrs. Bridget, and tell u5, 
^fvhen you come down ^gain, if you can 
fee any one amongft our fine young Ladies 
that you think would make a good wife 
for your handfome mafter. I beg your 
honour's pardon for making fo free, but 
Mrs. Bridget did aftually fay the very, 
words. 

The Colonel fmiled ; it certainly was 
not a fymptom of difpleafure, at leaft fa 
thought Thomas ; for it; only caufed one 
of thofe fhort paufes. That a horfe on fiill 
Ipeed may be obferved to make> when he 
K5 is 
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him, and being once cleared from it feia 
off widi more Ipeed than before. 

To be fure I (haH, fays I j but as to my 
GhnfiBg a wife for his honour, that is quite 
another affair, fo taking a falver in my 
hand, I followed her Ladylhip's fervants 
up ftairs j but feeing fo many Nobles al- 
together in a bunch, or like a clufter of 
grapes, as one may fay, I was going back 
again, but took courage, on feeing a little 
bit of the top of your hojriour^s head rifing 
up above a great many Ladies, dreffed Jik« 
queens, who were ftanding round you as 
thick as bees about honey, and all talking 
to you at the fame time, fo I defired they 
would make room, and I carried the 
cakes to your honour ; but you did npt, 
1 believe, obferve me, for you kept on 
talking to the quality. Now, though J 
had done nothing but my duty in ferying 
my own matter firft/ the Ladies tittered, 
5 and 
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arki looked fo bokJ, when I very civilly 
4e(ired them to make a little way fop 
me to pafs, that they put me quite out of 
countenance, and I heard one of them fay 
to another. Father Adam has certainly 
come out of his grave to attend us^ fo, no5 
knowing what toanfwer, I kept my dif- 
tance 5 but Mr. Vertien told me the names 
of all the Lords and Ladies, and when I 
went down to take my own tea with Mrs, 
Bridget, Ihe aflced me how I liked them ? 

Truly, Mrs. Bridget, fays I, if my bet^ 
tcrs do not like them more than I do, they 
will never get huft)ands as long as oak, 
afh, or gribWe grows. 

Upon my word, Mr. Parr, fays (he, 
you are very hard to be pleafed 5 I fancy 
the Colonel will not be half fo difficult. 
Pray, did you t^e notice of a very pretty 
Lady, dreffed in flcy-blue, with a great 
many red rofes, blue feathers, and diamond 
K 6 {nns 
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pins. in her head. I am fure you.nevw 
faw any thing more handlbmer in your lifey 
Mr. Thomas* . * 

i beg your pardon there. Ma'am, fays. 
I, my mafter's filler is ten thoufand times* 
more handfocner. ^ . 

How can that be,, fays fhe^ for Lady, 
SelinaDangk, the young Lady I mean, is. 
the daughter of a Duke, and will havea^ 
hundred thoufand pounds to her fortune. 

I know well enough who you mean,. 
Ma'am, fays I j but if (he was daughter of 
the Lord Mayor, I would ftill argufy, that 
fhe is no more to compare to Mifs Fair- 
fax than a dandelion is to aa orange- tree 
in full bloffom. 

Well, Mr. Thomas, I did not mean tx> 
offend you, fays fhe, fo I beg we may nor. 
quarrel about it j fo, lays Ihe, if you pleafe, 
for a bit of fun, I will alk you a few civil 

queftions ^ 
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•queftions ; for we London Ladies have no 
great ideas how any thing that is verjr 
handfbme can poflibly come out of the 
country. Suppofe now I pull Lady Selina 
to pieces, and you pull your young Lady 
to pieces, and then fee what^we can oiaket 
of them. 

^ Mrs. Deacon, fays I, fomewhat netti'eJ^ 
for £he very well knew, your honour, that 
both flie and I came out of the country, I 
can't chufe but undcrftand what you 6y 
about the country; but though I have 
had the honour to be clerk of a parifh, it 
muft be a wiler man than I am to find out 
what it is you would be at with her Lady- 
fhip and Mifs Emmy, when you talk o£ 
pulling them to pieces. 

Well, to be fure, fays fhe,. laughing tilt 

hef fides (hook again, Mr. Thomas, fays; 

fhe, there is not another Chriftian man, or 

Chriftian woman, in all London, who would 

6 not 
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iiot have undcrftood it j for inftance, I faf» 
diat Lady Selina is tall^ Qim, ftrait and 
uper ; that fhe has fine eyes» fine tceth^ 
fine hair> and afine fldn; and now it is your 
tprn to fay in which of thefe particulars flie 
is excelled by Mifs Fair&x> and tiiat I 
call pulling them to pieces. 

If that be all, Ma'am^ f^ys I, my young 
Lady need not be afhamed to fit down in 
any company, or to fhew her fhapes, of 
her face, before twenty fuch beauties. She 
is as tall, as Aim, as ftrait, and as taper as 
your Lady Selina. You fay nothing about 
feet. Ma'am, fays I ; now Mife Emmy's 
are admired wherever ftie goes, and what 
is ftill better, a thouiand blefiings follow 
her footfteps. Her hands are like the 
mercies of heaven, never clofed by hard- 
heartednefs, and they are as white as your 
apron, Mrs, Bridget. As for eyes, there 
arc none foch in the whole world as Milk 
Emmy's, foj if a ftarving ncian was to a£k 

hei^ 
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Kcr charity, and fhc had nothing to give 
him, he would fee fo nmch pity in them, 
that whilft he looked / upon her fece he 
fnight foi^t his hungry condition. Her 
teeth are like two flocks of fheep newly 
fhom, fenced in by a hedge of fcarlet 
berries ; dien, as to her hair, it is as God 
Qtiade it, Mrs. Bridget, and fhines in the 
fian like the rind of a ripe chefnut, Lon-- 
don art may make whiter compkxionsy 
and redder too, I fhan't difpute it, Ma'am *, 
but nature never put a piece of work out 
pf her hand better finished from head to 
heel than my mailer's filler, Mifs Emely 
Fairfax. 

I am very happy, lays Mrs. Bridget 
Deacon. 

Here the Colonel thought proper to in- 
terrupt the warm-hearted old man, who 
was endeared to him by a thoufand affec- 
tionate fervices, not only to himfelf, but to 

his 
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his father, twenty years before. the area of 
his birth.; he thanked him for his aittacH- 
ment to his fifter, . prailed his dtfcnptivc 
talents,, but obferved, that his boots Jbeing 
on, his hat brulhed, and thie ladies by this 
time fdr advanced on their journey, he 
could not then ftay to hear more: of the 
dialogue, yet comforted him by faying,, 
what . remained Ihould be deferred to a 
more convenient opportunity^ 

Colonel Fairfax had got ofif. the -ftoncs 
about half an hour, and was proceeding 
flowly through a Iliort iandy road, where 
the influence of the fun had occafioned a 
partial thaw, when a coach and fix going 
towards London, pafTed by him,, the motion 
of which was Hill more impeded t;han his, 
own, by the depth of the foil. In fuch 
fituations, it is not uncommon for paffcn- 
gers to beftow a glance on each othcr>- 
en pajfenty and aftuated by this mechanical 
inclination, which hardly defcrves the name- 

of 
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of curiofityy he carelefsly turned his eyes 
towards the carriage, where xhcy were 
facinated by an exhibition, from which he 
\vifhed never to have difengagcd themj 
two ladies were fcated in the front, but 
his attention was rivitted by one of them 
only, fhe was on the fame fide with hinv- 
felfi an infant that feemed- about four 
years old, had fallen afleep in her lap, and 
repofed its cherub face on her bofom, 
whilft her own fair cheek gently prefTed 
againft that of the child, and her eyes were 
.clofed, as if fhe w^ partaking in its fweet 
and innocent numbers i- the whole contour 
of her countenance favoured the idea; it 
exemplified all the majefty of beauty, and 
all the foft infinuating graces of infantine 
fiixiplicity i one lovely arm, divefted of its 
glove, intwined the neck of her little 
.charge, the. other, which was cloathed^ 
fupported its waift,.and the hand leftcd om 
its lap; a handkerchief, that had beea 
-loofely thrown over her head, partly con- 
cealed 
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ceded the treafures of her £icc> but added 
BB interefting foftne& to thofe that were 
revealed, and altogether aflimulated drar 
pery, attitude and features, fo intireljr cho^ 
rafberiilic, and fo happily blendid, as might 
iiaye Aiamed the attempt of a le($ able 
4tiafter than nature herfelf> eo produce 
Mother fuch^adona^ & exquifitely mQuld^ 
^df ip Ughly finiihed 

Colonel Fairfax was imprefled with this 
idea, when he loft fight of the obje£t j he 
had looked at the arms on the carriage^ 
and obferved the liveries^ but knew nei)> 
^er ; the cvcOl was a bloody hand, and 
lor a moRienc he fcU a ienfation, to whicli 
he had before i^een a ftranger, and wifhed 
himfdf the po&fibr of what he fupppfed 
belonged to the Baronet, at leaft he wiffaed 
fo be the huflband of fuqh a wi&, and the 
fimher of Ajiph an infant 

However 
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However ftrangc it may appear to the 
ear of abeaim&l female, who has hitherto 
liftened to the language of adulatioiij rather 
than to that of truth, we will venture to 
aiTure her, that the deepeft impreffions the 
lieart of man is capable of receiving, do 
not proceed from what is poeticajlr called 
the unerring fhafts of beauty; we are 
i^eady to allow, that beauty has, does, and 
ever will create admiradon, and if to be 
admired is the only aim of its pofleflbr, fhe ^ 
can icarce fail of being gratified ; this {cn^ 
timent we will alfo admit, may affume the 
figure of love, and that the human heart 
fliall be obliged to fubmit to the madneft 
of his tyranny, becaufe paffion is at all 
times (Ironger than reafon^ but this fort 
of forced alle^ance, is no more to be de« 
pended on, than that a priibner fhall be 
found in his cell^ after he has conquered 
his ftrong enemies, and the doors of hia 
prifon are fet open. Female beauty, like 
female honor, Ihould be armed at all 

pomts. 
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points, the firtt to meet the awful cfiti- 
cifmsof truth, and the fecond, firmly to 
rcfift the attacks of infulters. Truth is a 
feverc critic, but if Ihc acquits you, the 
malevolent remarks of falfehood ftiall be 
as harmlefs as they are contemptible j if 
they tell you your face is compofed of 
lilies and rofes, let not truth pronounce 
thatthefe flowers were purchafed at your 
perfumers ; and when they fay your eyes 
fparlde with vivacity, let it not be added^ 
they wander in purfuit of coxKjueft.; arc 
you praifed for the eafe bf your manners^ 
or the. dignity of your deportment, take 
care that the one be far removed from 
levity, the other from arrogance j oh the 
countenance of virgin beauty, as oncoiii 
before it is brought ipto circulation, (houW 
be ftiamped the impreiOSpa that will enfurc 
its currency i who that: ftops to examine 
the purity of the die, which Ihould thus be 
imprqffed with a combination of maidea 
.graces, and oiatronly virtues, but would 

wilh 
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ifrlfli to fecure one of them in his heart V 
cabinet, and there cherifh it for ever as the 
bright^ft gem inchis pofielfion* 

t As Colonel Fairfax was proceeding on 
his iliitle joiimey, and perhaps meditating 
on the beautiful vifion that had glided by 
him about twenty minutes before, his at- 
tention was again arrefted, but by an objedt 
very different from the former ; and though 
it could make.no claim to his affe£lions,.it 
oertainly had a ftrong one on his, humanity, 
a^ he. immediately difinounted, and giving 
his horfc to the groom, Iprung forward to 
a/Tift an old man, who he had long obferv- 
cd coming down, with cautious Aeps, over 
the gentle declivity, which he wasjuft be- 
ginning to afcend, when by fome accident or 
other, the flick with which he fupported 
himfelf, had Aid from his hand, and the Co- 
lonel faw them both fall to the ground to-r 
gethers philajathrbpy is never torpid, its 
motions are adtive.and lively, he flew to- 
wards 
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wards the proftrate oH man, whofc filvcr 
hair glittered in the fun beams, and baring^ 
lifted him from the earth, enquired ^rith 
much gentlencfs if he was hurt, or whether 
he could be of any further afliftance. The 
fbanger, who was wrap'd up in a warm 
great coat, of no extraordinary appear-* 
ance, thanked him, not only with civility, 
but in terms of politenels, that did not feem 
to accord with his figure, or mode of tra-- 
veiling; he fa^ he feared his ancle waa 
diflocated, and (hould be glad if he would 
help him to reach the fide of the road, 
where he could fct down 'till his pe^>le 
came by j as he fpokc in a low faint voice, 
the Colonel did not hear what he fidd fo 
difHnftly, but that be miftook the watds 
ray people, for thofe of fomc pet^ik, 
and not chufing to depend on accident, 
for performing an ofHce of compaf- 
fioB, where his own efforts were fuf- 
ficient^ he looked round for a convenient 
place to which he might be removed, and 

feeing 
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feeing a cottage at the diftance of a hund- 
red yards, he ordered his groom to alight, 
and with .his help conveyed him to it. ^ 
The hut confiftedof a fingleroom, and in^ 
one corner flood a poor litde pallet, which 
on this occafion ferved as a fofa for the 
hurt perfon to ftretch his leg on. The 
good woman, who was lady of the man- 
fion, was in her perfon, and every thing 
about her, clean even to exadneisj fhe 
was a widow, of rather more than fifty, 
and prided herfetf not a litde, on her (kilt 
in repairing accidents, fimilar to that which 
bad broi^ht the ftrangcrs under her roofi 
and when Colonel Fairfax defircd Ihe 
would give his fervant direction where he 
nfiight go to fetch a furgeon, ftie anfwer- 
€d» as may be found in, the next chapter. 



CHAP, 
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LACK a day, fir, there is no Do6tor 
within ten miles of usj I do all the 
doftoring bufinefs myfelf, as far round as^ 
I am able to walk; and if the gentleman 
has broke no bone, I will cure him in half 
an hour J fay you fo, my good woman, 
replied the patient, then fet about it in^ 
ftantly, for I am in exquifite torture ; fhe 
did not wait for a fecond requeft, but ran 
out at the door, and fbon came back with 
a number of bay-leaves in her apron, which 
having picked from the ftalks, and put 

into 
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into a fauccpan, with feme water, while 
they were boiling on the fire, fhe fat about 
pulling off the (locking, which opcradon 
caufed fonie addition^ pain to the patient^ 
but fhe declared it would ibon be over, 
and the fuccefs of her application warrant- 
ed the affertion, for having firfk bathed 
the foot and ancle in die water, and after- 
wards bound on a great quantity of the 
leaves round the part affcftcd, he declared 
himfelf perfectly eafy^ and taking out his 
purfe, prefented his dodrefe with fiyc 
guineas, telling her he muft ftiU remain her 
debtor. If the woman wa3 aftonifhed at 
the magnificence of the gift, when a (hil- 
ling would have anfwered all her moderate 
demands on his gratitude, the furprife of 
th^ Colonel was equally alarmed> at feeing 
fuch a donation beftowed by a perfon whc^ 
he had pre-fuppofed would not have re* 
fufed an offering made to himfelf, though 
; it had been far lefs liberal. The ftranger^ 
who had often fixed hb eyea on him, 
VOL. III. Lr troni 
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from the firft moment he came to his re- 
lief, feensed now to read the purport of 
his thoughts, and faid with a fmile of com- 
placenq^, I believe fir, I have uninten- 
tionally led you into an error, I fee you 
accufe me of profufenefs, on the contrary, 
I am open to reproof, for the fmallnefs of 
my acknowledgments to this poor woman^ 
who has relieved me from abundant mi- 
fery j had my heart been as enlarged as 
my means are ample, ought I not in con- 
fcience to have doubled the paultry fum^. 
you would have done more ; the fpecimen 
you have ftiewn of a right difpofition, is a 
reproach to my narrownefs of fpirit, and I 
feel it here, faid he, counting out another 
five guineas, take thefe alfo, and thank 
this noble youth, who in teaching me a 
leffon of humanity, has alfo taught me to 
reward it properly ; when you remember 
the eafe you gave your accidental patient, 
' forget that the perfon fo relieved, and who 
at firft ofFer.ed you fo poor a recompence, 

has 
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has a rental of forty thoufand pounds a 
yeaa^ and that he is the Ewi of Delbo- 
rough. 

- Colonel Fairfax was fetting on the fide 
of his couch, he ftarced from it> his face 
was fuffufed with the crimfon of unutter- 
able amazement s Lord Dclborough 1 re- 
peated he, ah Sir ! he paufcd, is it pof- 
fible ! again he was filent, and his eyes 
were tenderly fix'd on his uncle ; if you 
are really Lord Delborough, you will no 
longer honour me with your approbation. 

The Earl prefented him his hand, and 
replied with a warmth equal to his own> 
may the curfe of heaven overtake me, if I 
ever renounce your friendfhip. 

The hand he gave was refpedtfuUy pref- 

fed to the Colonel's lips, who gracefully' 

bent down on one knee at the fide of the 

bddj be your vow there regiftered, my 

L 2 Jjord, 
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JLord, laid he, 'till I ceafe to dcfcrvc your 
prote&ion ; but if I fail tp my ditty, tbea 
let it be blotted out for ever. 

Your energy is the energy of honour, 
j-cplied the Earl ; I have not yet merited 
the fervor of your attachment, the glory 
of it is all your own, and proceeds from 
that philanthropy of foul, that has this 
day made me fo much your debtor j you 
have laid me under obligations, and you 
(hall not find me ungrateful. Your drefs 
befpcaks your profcflion, and I take it on 
myfelf to make your fortune, and youi' 
merit more equal than perhaps they may 
be at prefcnt -, teU me then, my excellent 
young friend, . what is the rank you now 
hold in his Majcfty's fcrvice ? 

I have the honor, my Lord, return'd 
the Colonel, whilft his manly eyes fhone 
with filial love and military ardour, to bear 
the commillion of Lieit^nam Colonel m 

the 
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the army, and I have the fupcrior happi- 
Bcfs of owing my rank to your Lordibip'* 
patronage. 

I beg your pardon, my dear Sir, replied 
the Peer, with a look of mingled furprifc 
and confternation, I would give the half 
of my poffeffions, if that was really the 
cafe, but fomc miftake there is, and I can- 
not account for it j neither can I receive 
thofe acknoy/ledgments which are the 
right of another i I never fcrved but 9RC 
young man in your profcffion, would to^ 
God it had been you ! he was my nephew, 
bi«: never did me fervice, nor have I de- 
fer ved his attention, for I neglefted him I 

That nephew, my "Lord, faid the 
Colonel, who has been fo urfqrtunate to 
render himfelf an ohge6t of your di^lcafure, 
is now before you, he implores your par- 
don, he befeeches you will not withdraw 
from the fon of your brother the tokens 
L J of 
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of affcftion you condefcended to beftcJUw^ 
on him> when you confidered him as a 
ftranger to your blood* 

. Lord Delborou^, who had till then 
refted his head on the pillows,, now ftarted 
from them, and with a fudden motion^ 
fearing himfelferedt on his bed, he drew 
the Colonel nearer to him, gazed filently 
on his face. Yes, faid he, your father is 
ftamped on your features, you have not 
deceived me, you are the fon of my in- 
jured brother, and — he could fay no 
ijaore, tears flopped his utterance, his. head 
fell on the fhoulder of his nephew, and 
he wept aloud. 

Ah, my Lord, laid the Colonel, with 
more emotion than he could conceal, let 
not my happinefs at being numbered with 
your family, be obfcured by throwing 
over it a cloud of retrofpedlion which evi- 
dcmly diftreffcs you, your kindnefs has 

told 
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told me that your heart condefcends to 
receive me as no difgraccful relative, 
Gompleat the meafure of my joy, by letting 
me fee it will not be at the expence of 
your feelings, that I muft for ever indulge 
it. 

You fhall be obeyed, replied Lord 
Delborough, tenderly embracing him, 
your confideration for my peace fhall 
teach me to forgive myfclf, when I look 
on my nephew and call him the fon of my 
adoption, then I will forget the cruelty of 
my paft conduft/ and the fpirit of thy father 
fhall no longer reproach me ; he then 
enquired minutely about the lituation, 
age, perfon and accomplifhments of his 
niece ; but before the one half of his many 
queftions could be anfwered, the Colonel's 
groom came in to inform his matter 
that Mrs. Edwin's carriage was in fight, 
and went back again with orders to 
acquaint the ladies where he was, that 
they might not pafs by the doors as foon 
L4 as 
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as they were alone (for the old Do£^rc& 
had retired before the interefting difcorcry* 
was made to enjoy her good fortune ia 
private) Lord Delborough laid an in- 
jundtion on his nephew not to difcovcr 
him to Emely till he had firft feen her 
unprejudiced by relationfhip or rank, it 
was to your ignorance of either, added his' 
Lordfhip, that 1 owe the itioft blifsfiil 
moncients of my life, and to which I am 
alfo indebted for a more favorable opi- 
nion of human nature than I have ever 
yet had occafion to adopt, 1 hardly fbp- 
pofed there exifted fuch a fentiment zx 
difintereft^d kiodnefs, you have convinced 
jtne of my error; go and conduft your 
lifter,, not to her uncle, but to the objedt 
of her brother's humamty>and if fhc pof- 
feflcs the fame difpofitions with yourfelfj 
fhe fhall ffiare with you in the afFeftions; 
they have crcat?dL 
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He promifcd Ws Lordlhip that his 
^(Miimands Ihouki^be pim6tually executed, 
and haftencd out to meet his fifter, exult-' 
ing in the certainty of her victory, over 
a heart which was only to be cooqucred 
by gentlencfs and fympathy. 

The carriage was now at the door of 
the hut, and the Colonel having kifled the 
hand of Mrs. Edwin, and tenderly prefled 
that of her lovely friend, he requefted 
diem to alight for a few minutes, and 
do him the honor to vifit his cottage^ 
t^here they fhould find a warm and wel-' 
come reception; adding, wirfi the fame 
aif of gaiety, though I fear my old womart 
ts not in the waty to affift me in the cere- 
monial of receiving our vifitors. 

The ladies readily aflfented, the ftep 
Was let down, he lifted out Mrs. Edwin, 
who was weak and emaciated ; Emely fol- 
lowed, faying in a jefting accent, how very 
' ^ impatient 
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1/npatient fhe fliould be to embrace her 
ijew fitter, and how forry llie was that Ihe, 
mufl: not expeft to find her at home ; on 
entering the cabin they darted at feeing 
an old man with venerable grey locks 
fetting up in a bed on which his legs were 
extended, he bowed to them both, which 
lalutation they moft courteoufly and kindly 
returned, and fo little did his Lordiliip'a 
appearance befpeak the dignity of his 
rank, that tlje fame thought occurred to 
each of the ladies, that this mufl: be the 
owner of the cottage, and that benevolence 
alone was the magnet th^t had drawn the 
Colonel thither; under the influence of 
this idea, whiMl Mrs. Edwin was warming 
her hands at the fire, Emely looked round 
and round to find'fomething that Ihe 
might adnoire, and at laft approaching. 
J--ord Delborough with a captivating air 
of fweet condefcenfion, that would have 
fuited an angel when employed on a mef- 
fegcofmercy^ 

Youjr 
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Your cpttage^ fir, faid Ihe, is very finall 
and perhaps not fo convenient as you 
would wifli it, but in my life I never faw 
any thing fo charmingly clean, your wife 
inuft be a nice comfortable woman and 
I am quite forry fhe is not at home, I 
Ihould have liked very much to have feea 
her. 

The Earl could not help fmiling, he 
had much penetration and could have 
caught her that moment to his heart, and 
have acknowledged her for a true filler 
of his nephew> and there was but one wo- 
man in the world who he thought equalled 
her in the beauty of her pcrfon and the 
foft melody of her voiee, but he reftraincd 
his impatience^ he was convinced, but not 
fatisfied> he could have looked at and 
liftencdtoher for ever. 

I fear> fir, continued flie, you have met 
with fome accident^ I obferve your leg 

14 
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is wrapped up, dsid your pofturc muft be 
uncafy, Ihall I endeavour to make it more 
commodious. There is no bearing this, 
exclaimed. Lord Delborough, Charles come 
to my refcuc, this girl has overpowered 
me. 

Mifs Fairfax thought the old man was 
taken with a fuddcn fit of infanity, and 
fled from him with a countenance of terror 
and affright that it is not in language to 
defcribcj her brother had in a whifper 
betrayed the fecret to Mrs. Edwin, as they 
ftood together by the fire fide, and on: 
hearing his uncle's words addreffed to him- 
felf, he caught hold of Emely's hand, 
haftily announced to her who the ftrahger 
- really was, and led the joyful trembling 
girl to the Earl's embraces, whofe heart 
and arms were both open to receive her, 
fhe threw herfelf on her knees by his fide, 
he leaned towards her, folded her to his 
bofom, called her his mcrciftil, his adorable 

chUd, 
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child, and as he prefled her glowing check 
with his lips, a tear fell upon it, on recol* 
Icdting it was the firft paternal kifs he had 
ever bcftowed on her orphan fweetnefs. 

Lord Delborough's expreffions of kind~ 
ncfs were not confined to his nephew and 
niece, Mrs. Edwin came in for a very 
liberal portion of them, and received a 
thoufand acknowledgments for the foftcr* 
ing care with which (he had cultivated 
the neglcfted bloffom, fo cruelly difunited 
from the tree that Ihould have lhelter€d 
It. 

Emely enquired into the fortunate cir- 
cumftanceto which fhc and her brothci* 
were indebted for their prtfent happincfs, 
and how it happened that his Lordlhip 
fliould be in that poor little cottage,, with- 
t)ut either equipage or attendants ? The 
E^rl took a great deal of pleafure in fatif- 
iying all her inquiries, particularly as 

they 



d by Google 



ajO DELBOItOUGH FAMlLV* 

they gave him an opportunity of rehearfing 
the amiabk traits in his nephew*s cha- 
rafter, that had endeared him for ever to 
his afFedtionsj for his being alone and on 
foot he accounted, by telling them that 
fomething had gone wrong with one of 
the wheels of his carriage, that the fervants 
had fpied out the accident, and gave it 
as their opinion it might be attended with 
danger to go down the hill before the 
damage was repaired, that finding it would 
take up half an hour, and being exceed- 
ingly cold, his Lordihip had got out of 
the carriage with an intention to warm 
himfelf by exercife, and diredled.that; it 
fhould follow him as foon as it was re- 
ftored to order j he faid that in general 
he was a good walker, but his hands and 
feet being chilled, his ftick had dropped 
from the one, in confequence of which 
the other failed him, and he came to the 
ground, as has been already related. 

Inftead 
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Infteiad of half an hour, in which his 
Lordfliip faid he expefted his carriage 
would have overtaken .him, a fiill hour 
had elapfed from the time he had entered 
the cottage, and the Colonel's groom was 
now difpatched to fee what was become 
of it ; in the mean while the happy hoftefs, 
of her ftill more happy gueft, again made 
her appearance^ and having dropped a 
thoufand curtefies to the ladies, and ten 
thoufand to the Earl, fhe produced frorti 
under her clean check apron, fome cakes, 
a bottle, and two glaffes, which fhe gave 
them to underftand fhe had borrowed, at 
the diflance of half a mile, from one of 
her neighbours, for their entertainment : 
the liquor thus produced happened to be 
excellent clary wine, but had it been bran- 
dy, the Earl who was delighted with 
this homely effort of gratitude and hof- 
pitality, would not have excufed his fair 
companions from carrying it to their lips. 
Sufficient honor being done to her repafl, 
- the 
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the old woman again put her faucepan 
on the fire, and deCred his Lordlhip's 
honor would be fo well pleafcd to let her 
drefe his leg once mpre before he went 
away, to which he readily affented, and 
Emcly finding how much benefit her 
uncle had received fi-om the fimple appll« 
cation, made herfelf miftrefs of the com- 
pofition and mode of ufing it) that if the 
pain Ihould return after he got to Lon- 
don, fhe might be at no lofs for the 
femedy which had been already fo fuo- 
cefsfijDy applied, and with her own lovely 
hands gently performed the whole opc^ 
ration, by w'hich time the Earl's people 
. being arrived, he got off from the bed, 
and venturing to put his foot to the 
ground, affured them he could walk to 
the carriage with great eafe J but neither 
his .nephew or niece would permit him 
to make the experiment, and he was lifted 
into it by the Colonel and one of his owa 
fcrvantsi juft as he was ^oing oft and 
3 a» 
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cordial adieu ; 'Ihe interrupted him by 
faying, with tears in her eyes, God bkfs 
your honor's Lordfliip, I IhaH never for^ 
get this Mefled day as long as I live j foch 
a windfall ohce in feven years might make 
me forget that I bcan't always to live 
in this world, fo it may be beft for mc 
not to have fuch a God-fend as your Lord* 
Aiip but once in my life. 

Emely, faidthe Peer, this good woman 
muft be your penfioner> you have ftole 
away her bufinefs, and muft make reftitu- 
tion for the theft,^ I will be umpire be- 
tween you, and I condemn you from this 
day to pay her, during her life, the fum of 
five pounds quarterly, my fteward is a 
good fort of a man,. I fhall ipeak to him> 
and he (hall aflift you in the bufinefsr 

The msdtrefs d'hotcl fell down on her 

knees, the heart of Mifs Fairfax exulted 

vol/xsu M in 
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2^4 DELfiOROUGH FAMILV. 

in. the ofEce afligned her,, and his Lord- 
fhip*s two fupporters bore him to the 
carriage, after which the Colonel tended 
JMrs. Edwin and his fifter into then* chaile, 
and as it had been before arranged, he 
took his place by the fide of his uncle; 
and thus martialed th^y" all proceeded on 
their rout to London. Colonel Fairfax 
Jiaving promifed to join the ladies in 
Grafton-Street, as foon as he had fafely 
conduced Lord Delborough to St.. 
James's-Square*. 
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